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Membership: 658

President’s Message

As you read this, LTPO will be under the leadership of our new
president, Joe Lenon. This will be my final column — my
swan song. [ wasn’t really sure what “swan song” meant, so I
looked it up. According to Greek mythology, swans were
known to sing melodiously just before they died. Today it is
taken to mean some final act, such as a final concert tour or a
retirement. All I know is that these beautiful creatures of na-
ture, melodious or not, can be as mean as a Texas rattlesnake
when confronted.

I take this opportunity to welcome Joe and to give thanks to
our directors, officers, landing directors and volunteers who
have given so generously of their time and efforts. In particu-
lar, our treasurer Becky Hartman and our secretary, Angie
Huston, deserve special thanks. Their outstanding work ethic
makes any president’s job a lot easier. Thank heavens they
will be staying on in their respective positions.

We also recognize our 2023 Lake Honoree of the Year, Lyn
Crighton, whose unparalleled service as executive director of
the Watershed Foundation will protect our watershed and lakes
for generations to come, well after many of us will have “swan
songed” out. (Lyn has a new nickname, which I intentionally
omit here).

The Eco Tour was a huge success after a rain-out last year. I
am not sure how many boats we had, but it seemed like there
were enough that spatial separation was necessary. Dr. Nate
Bosch, director of the Lilly Center for Lakes and Streams,
taught us more about our lakes, the fish, the weeds and the
combined threats to all of those elements than most of us ever
knew. Did you know Dr. Bosch has a favorite aquatic weed?

What is it they say about a bad penny? How it always turns
up? Well, that’s me. Although my term as your president is
concluded, I will still be around, volunteering for stuff.

Thanks again — it’s been a blast. And for ONE LAST TIME —
let’s all be careful out there!

Dan Free

LTPO vice president and official “has been”
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TIPPY CLOSET

The Tippy Closet is a place where you
can pick up all sorts of Tippy gear.
Have you been wishing for authorized
Lake Tippecanoe apparel, like T-shirts
or sweatshirts? How about Tippy
beach towels, beach blankets? Add a
cool pennant flag for display on the
boat.The lake season is upon us, so be
proud and show your true Tippy colors.
With more items added regularly,
you’ll always want to check out the
Tippy Closet.

There are two ways to get your gear.
Go to LTPO.org and click on TIPPY
CLOSET. Or go to: LTPO ONLINE
CLOSET | T-ZONE Custom Apparel



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.tzonecustomapparel.com%2Ft%2Fltpo-online-closet&data=05%7C01%7C%7C156a7cdcde9c4282361008db5c684165%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638205375457492780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.tzonecustomapparel.com%2Ft%2Fltpo-online-closet&data=05%7C01%7C%7C156a7cdcde9c4282361008db5c684165%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638205375457492780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
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Distinguished Lake Citizen of The Year

To be eligible for the Distinguished Lake Citizen of the Year Award, the candidate
| must be nominated by a member of the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners Associa-
tion; they must reside full or part-time on the Lake for the last 5 years; be a member

of the Association; and have made a positive impact on the Quality of Life in our
Lake Environment.

Each year the Recipient is awarded a $500 grant from LTPO to be directed to their
favorite 501 C3 Non-Profit Charity!

® The selection committee is made up of past recipients, Dan Drook, Jeff Thornburgh
|| and me, Ron Chambers.

There are few folks more deserving than this Year’s Honoree!

This year’s recipient is a true professional, who has been recognized Statewide for
Environmental Excellence Innovation, Marketing, Technical Merit, and being an excellent Communicator!

Growing up as a Lake Tippecanoe native, hydro sliding behind the boat at age 4, slalom skiing at age 10, and lifeguarding and teach-
ing swimming lessons full-time at age 15!

Family says “lake water is in the veins”!
Sound a bit driven!

That drive “continued” with the start of a Business Degree at Indiana University, then a switch to “SPEA”, The School of Public and
Environmental Affairs, earning a Master’s Degree in Water Resources/Environmental Science!

Sound a bit driven!

Next on to a position with Indiana DNR at the Indiana Dunes, then as Lake Manager in Portland, Oregon, and luckily for us back to
Indiana as IDEM’s Hoosier Riverwatch Coordinator!

Sound a bit driven!
All this “drive and determination” for our benefit!

Now serving as the Executive Director of the Watershed Founda-
tion, that drive and determination has had a tremendous impact on
water quality on Lake Tippecanoe! Over 275 projects in the Upper
Watershed have been completed, a measured 25% reduction in
phosphorus and nutrient loading, and the elimination of over a bil-
lion pounds of weeds and algae!

And that drive “continues”! If you are a “Dog, Duck, or Goose”,
Lyn will tell you, you better keep your “POOP” out of the Lake!

This year we are pleased to recognize Lyn Crighton as our Distin-
guished Lake Citizen of 2023!

CONGRATULATIONS LYN!!!
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2023 FLOTILLA WINNERS

While mother nature did not treat this year’s Flotilla kindly, I can honestly say the modest turnout was met with enthusi-
asm and smiles by those participating in the festivities and watching from boats and shore.

CONGRATULATIONS
#1 — Suzanne Lyon with the theme TIPPY FIRE FIGHTER WOMEN
#2 — Charles K. Joyner with the theme of FIRE TRUCK
#3 — Lisa Finch with the theme of IMPD — FINCH FAMILY HEROS
Not to be left out several floaters also walked away with cash awards.

If it was not for Kathy Woodsmall and B.K. Turner judging the event I would have been lost. They made some crucial
decisions since all floaters are winners. Thank you for your time and effort.

Special recognition goes out to Patona Bay for the use of an awesome pontoon. Ace Hardware in No. Webster, The Mail
Journal and Kosciusko Sheriff Department.

I’m particularly fond of this year’s theme of Honoring First Responders. Those courageous women and men must be
recognized as superheroes.

The 2024 Flotilla theme will be announced in the near future. Its concept is under strict non-disclosure. However, any
ideas are welcome.

A Wave Away,
Dan Drook Chair of the Flotilla. Pictures to be published next month!

2023 FISHING CONTEST WINNERS

The LTPO Annual Fishing Contest Winners were awarded at the LTPO Annual Meeting on July 15, 2023.

Riley Belling—Sunfish 7 3/4” Cambrie Garden—Largemouth Vinnie Kneizeh—3 way tie—Bluegill 11”
Bass 17 1/2”

Other winners: Cole Harris—Dogfish 24 1/2”, Jack Bougey— Perch—11”’, Claire Bougey-Crappie—9 1/2”

3 way tie—Bluegill—I1 1"’ - Michael O’Connor, Quinn Turner, Emerson Shelby- Catfish 11 1/2”

2024 contest is now going on til June 30, 2024. Check-out rules at Itpo.org!

Thank you Jim & Glenna Shelby for chairing this fun contest!
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TWTF

THE WATERSHED
FOUNDATION

TAKING ACTION FOR HEALTHY LAKES

Calling all Citizen Saentlsts'

The 2023 Snapshot
Water Monitoring

Day is scheduled for
September 21 from 2
to 6 p.m. across our
watershed.

Registration for the 2023 Snapshot
Water Monitoring Day is open! The
event will take place September 21,
2023, from 2 to 6 p.m. at sites across
our watershed.

Taking action for healthy lakes
means understanding what is going
on under the surface. Snapshot
Water Monitoring Day was designed
to engage the community in testing
water quality at almost 100 sites.
Citizen scientists come together
for a single day each September
to collect, test and analyze water
samples from across our watershed.

These volunteers give their time
to measure important indicators
of our waters overall health such
as dissolved oxygen levels, pH,
temperature, E. coli and more.

Understanding water quality at
this level helps groups like The
Watershed Foundation work more
effectively.

Caitlin Yoder, watershed
coordinator for TWE, explains,
“Everything is connected within a

Kits like the one shown above include everything volunteers will need
to successfully collect samgples on September 21, 2023, for the annual
Snapshot Water Monitoring Day. Volunteers will be troined and prepared
for success that day. Sign up today at hitps:/flinyur.com/twiswmd

watershed. By testing water quality
at a variety of locations we can get
a good idea of what is entering our
lakes and where we need to focus
our efforts”

The data that is collected will be
compiled and compared to previous
years' testing results to identify any
trends or concerns.

TWF provides training, directions,
and all testing materials. No
experience is required. Monitoring
sites vary from wetlands - to large
streams - to small ditches through

culverts on county roads. Sites have
been assessed for their safety and
difficulty to access — and we have a
wide range for every ability!

Sign up at https://tinyurl.
com/twfswmd or email caitlin@
watershedfoundation.org.

Special thanks to our sponsors:
Barbee Lakes Property Owners
Association, Lakeland Pier and
Lift, Smoker Craft, Prowake, Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners,
Kosciusko County Community
Foundation and Lake City Bank.

WATERSHEDFOUNDATION.ORG
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Why is there foam in my river?

By Hannah Godfrey, Lilly Center student marketing assistant
Co-author Dr. Nate Bosch, Lilly Center Creighton Brothers endowed director

You’ve seen foam forming near ocean shores, but how about in our local
lakes and streams? The foam can be a concerning sight if you are unaware of
its origin. The cause of this natural occurrence is sometimes assumed to be a
pollutant like laundry detergent. Read on to learn how to identify natural riv-
er foam!

Surprisingly, foam is usually not from soaps or other manmade chemicals. If
not laundry detergent, what is the real cause of foam? The answer is rather
simple: decomposing plants!

When plants die and begin to break down, oils are released, and rainwater
carries them into lakes and streams. However, rainwater also collects organic
matter on its way to a lake or stream. Similar to making tea, the water passes through the soil and absorbs the organic matter,
darkening like a cup of tea. Plant oils and nutrients reach the water where they float and mix on the surface.

These plant materials can also change the physical nature of water. Dissolved organic carbon (DOC) is a compound found in this
mix of decomposed matter. DOC acts as a surfactant, breaking the surface tension of water. A common example of a surfactant
is soap, and similar to soap, DOC facilitates bubble formation as water is agitated. Wind and wave action introduce air into the
organically enriched water, creating tiny air bubbles that collect along the shoreline or in low-flow areas.

Although foam production is a natural process, in some cases, it can be a product of pollution. Many manmade substances like
sewage, cleaning products, and fertilizers can end up in our lakes. Each of these substances have the same bubble-forming
properties as decomposing plants. You can differentiate naturally occurring and synthetic foam by these characteristics:

eColor

eScent

eTexture

*Proximity to a possible pollution source

Synthetic materials will often form a sticky foam with a pure white color (although color can be affected by debris). Natural
foam typically is a light texture, not sticky to the touch, and tinted brown. This color is caused by tannin, a substance that also
gives wood its brown color. Natural foam usually has a fishy or earthy scent whereas pollutants typically have a smell indicative
of their source. If you see foam that you believe to be unnatural, consider the body of water and the possible surroundings that
could be contributing pollutants.

Next time you see brown foam piling up on the shoreline, remember: even though it can look unpleasant, it’s likely a natural
product of decomposing plant matter! If you would like to decrease manmade foams in your local lakes and streams, avoid us-
ing synthetic chemicals on outdoor surfaces and if you have a septic tank, be sure that it is well-maintained.

To learn more about the nutrients in your local lakes and streams, visit lakes.grace.edu/research/
Image provided: Foam is one of the many natural processes of our local lakes and streams.

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents,
and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful.
To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 40 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create a
legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the
county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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TIPPECANOE Leesburg, IN 46538

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Connect with us
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On the web at
www.ltpo.org

OFFICERS

President
Dan Free
E-Mail: dfree@insuranceaudit.com

Landing: Pleasant View & Silver Point

TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Upcoming Events Date Time Place
: Vice President
Board Meeting August 19 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
OPEN
Board Meeting September 16 |9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
Board Meeting October 21 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
Treasurer
NWCC = North Webster Community Center Becky Hartman

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake

Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing

Phone Cell: (574) 292-8052




