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By the time you receive this, the first day of Spring will have already past us.  It seems  as though we had a pretty mild Winter, so 
total snowfall was less than some years, and so was the snow melt into our watershed.  My son and I got a notice from the Michi-
gan DNR to remove our fishing shanties from the lakes (we don’t have one) because the ice was too thin.    

But March Madness being what it is in Indiana, Mother Nature was raining (literally) three pointers in late February and early 
March.  When the spring comes, so come the spring rains.  For our newer readers, this happens almost every year.  

This is a little more of a Public Service Announcement (PSA) than I go to in this newsletter, but here it is:  We get a lot of email 
from people about the water levels in our lakes.  It seems that the common theme is: why does this happen and what is LTPO 
going to do about it?    
 
Here is the short answer.  IDNR is responsible for the Dam.  Currently, the dam is open, so there is no way to “lower” the dam 
any further.  The dam is “closed” in late April and “opened” in early November, though the exact dates are uncertain.  
  
The dam is set to the legal lake level set in the 1970s by the state and in cooperation with the residents of Lake Tippecanoe.  
  
It is important to note and proven by Hydraulic and Hydrologic modeling, that the dam is not the choke point and never has 
been.  The bridge at Oswego is the hydrologic choke point, and this is managed by the county.  
  
This is a seasonal situation and water level fluctuation will continue into the future as weather patterns come and go.  A decent 
pair of waders will help in the meantime.  Thanks to alert reader, Butler alumnus and past president Neil Myers for filling us in. 
 
All organizations like ours rely on the benevolence of our members.  We are forever grateful for your continued support of LTPO 
and its missions 

Our monthly Board meetings are the third Saturday of every month at 9:00 am (8:00 am starting in May) at the NWCC.     

Dan Free 

President, LTPO 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Michael Coe 

Stephen & Hilary Bradford 
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We are in the news! 
Within days of each other the Lake Tippecanoe Flotilla made it into The Times Union (front 

page), Ink Free News, The Paper and the Mail Journal.  Since my name was attached to the 

releases, I have received phone calls and text inquiring about the event.  It’s awesome! 

 

Now it’s up to each of us to promote the theme “HONORING FIRST RESPONDERS” and 

the event.  For info on the flotilla go to LTPO.ORG for details. 

More to come. 

 

See you on the water. 

Dan Drook 

Flotilla Chairman 

574-527-7587 
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2023 

FISHING CONTEST 
 

 

 

The 2022-2023 LTPO Annual Fishing Contest entry period will end June 30th.   Entries may be either 

“length only” by submitting a photo of the fish or the “traditional” entry when the fish is weighed and 
measured at either Patona Bay, Tippecanoe Boat Company, or Ye Olde Tackle Box in North Webster.  All 
fish entries must be caught in Lake Tippecanoe, Little Tippy, or Oswego Lake before June 30th and the en-
try must be either e-mailed or US Mailed by July 5th.   Entrants must be an LTPO member or in the house-

hold of a member. 

Here is the procedure for a “length only” entry:   

--Take 1 or 2 photos of the fish along side a ruler, tape measure, yardstick (or 2 yardsticks) so that the   
viewer can clearly read the measurement, including being able to see the “zero” end of the ruler and the 
measurement.  Or, use the measurement ap on a cell phone. 

--Complete the Fishing Contest Form that can be printed from the LTPO website :  

 https:ltpo.org/fishing-contest 

--E-mail the completed form and the photo(s) to jshelby904@aol.com or ggshelby@msn.com.  Please put 

“Fishing Contest” in the subject line.  The form and the photo(s) can also be US mailed as described on the 
Fishing Contest form. 

Traditional entries with both weight and measurement can also be either e-mailed or US Mailed.  

Questions can be directed to either of the e-mail addresses listed above. 

Fishing Contest chair Jim Shelby reminds fishermen to avoid dismissing their catch as too small to enter in 
the contest.  “When everyone dismisses their catch as too small, some categories have only one entrant.  
This isn’t about a state or even a lake record; it’s the largest fish in each category entered during the year.” 

mailto:jshelby904@aol.com
mailto:ggshelby@msn.com
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LTPO Annual Fish & Tenderloin Fry 

June 17, 2023 

5:00—8:00 pm 

CAMP CROSLEY 

PRE-SALE TICKET ORDER FORM – DUE BY May 20th  

 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________ 

*Where we are sending tickets to  

Check here to pick-up at LTPO Board Meeting  

Quantity                                                                        Item                                                     Price                                                                               Total                                                                                                                                                             

 _________                                              Pre-Sale Ticket(s) $12.00                                                                      _______ 

*Please send this form with a check to PO BOX 224, Leesburg, IN 46538 (Check payable to 

LTPO, or you can pay online at LTPO.org 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer for this event, please call John Murray (317) 296-0022  

We are looking forward to this year’s Fish Fry, which will be held on Saturday, June 17, 2023 at Camp 

Crosley from 5pm – 8pm.  

-In  

            o Camp Crosley (Dining Hall) EMS T2A Ln  

 

         o Teen Village of Camp Crosley - Carryout will be FISH ONLY – No Tenderloins  

Back by popular demand, we are bringing back tickets. If you want to buy your tickets, please send in 

your order below and we will send you the tickets via USPS or you can pick them up at an LTPO board 

meeting. We are counting on your continued support. Proceeds from this event enable the LTPO to 

continue to improve our lakes!  

If you have questions or would like to volunteer for this event, please call John Murray (317) 296-0022  

LTPO is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization. Please note that the purchase of tickets to be used at the fish fry are 

not tax deductible. If you return your order slip to LTPO and include a donation, that donation is tax deductible to the extent 

allowed by law.  
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College students hone their skills through research on 
Lake Tippecanoe  

By Dr. Nate Bosch, Lilly Center Director 

Family is everything to Lake Tippecanoe residents. Families who call the Tippy lakes 

home find comfort in their lake, whether boating in the summer heat or enjoying a  

dazzling spring sunset. 

Enjoying Lake Tippecanoe safely is possible in part thanks to a driven group of college students. This school year, a record 37 

Grace College interns are honing their skills at the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams. Their work is an important supplement 

to their environmental studies.  

Interns collect data, develop and execute K-12 education programs, and help manage collaborative projects under the direc-

tion of our professional staff. Most interns major in environmental studies or environmental science. From mid-August to ear-

ly May, this student team dedicates hours of excellent work to the health of Lake Tippecanoe.  

Let’s meet two Lilly Center interns.  

Ethan Smith is a freshman at Grace College and is majoring in environmental science. As part of the “boots on the ground” 

field team, Ethan assists in sampling 12 stream sites on a bi-weekly basis, three of which are located around Lake Tippecanoe. 

During the summer, the team samples 14 local lakes including Tippecanoe, James, and Oswego lakes. 

“My work at the Lilly Center will help me proceed to be a conservation officer or work with the DNR,” Ethan says. “It’ll help 

me grow in a research capacity other than a law enforcement capacity.”  

Ethan’s favorite national park is Yellowstone National Park and he hopes to serve in national parks! 

Annalieze Crawford is a sophomore at Grace College and a member of the algae team. 

The algae team takes the water samples the field research team brings back from lake sampling and turns them into micro-

scope slides. After counting and identifying the species on the slides, that data is added to the Lilly Center’s catalog and used 

for scientific reports on the Tippy lakes like Beneath the Surface, an original Lilly Center publication.  

“I love using a microscope and looking at live slides,” Annalieze explains. “You can see the algae actually moving. It makes you 

step back and appreciate how life is so complex. The fact that we have microscopes to use for this scale of science is such a 

blessing!” 

The future of the Tippecanoe lake chain is in the hands of students like Ethan and Annalieze as they work with the broader 

Lilly Center team. Learn more about the research students will do this summer on Lake Tippecanoe on our website: 

lakes.grace.edu. 

Image provided: Freshman Ethan Smith. 

Image provided: Sophomore Annalieze Crawford. 

# # # 

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates resi-

dents, and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and 

beautiful. To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 40 lakes. The Lilly Center is  

driven to create a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, 

and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the county’s natural beauty. 

For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.   

 

http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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F O R  O U R  E Y E S  O N L Y  

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and 

safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the 

information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake 

Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. 

LAKE TIPPECANOE  

PROPERTY OWNERS, INC. 

PO Box 224  

Leesburg, IN 46538 

 

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization.  Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law. 

OFFICERS 

President 

Dan Free 

E-Mail: dfree@insuranceaudit.com 

Landing: Pleasant View & Silver Point 

Vice President(interim) 

Tony Vie 

E-Mail: tvie@elevatusarchitecture.com 

Landing: Neibert Park 1 

Treasurer 

Becky Hartman 

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org 

Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland 

Secretary 

Angie Huston 

E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com 

Landing: Hoy’s Landing 

 

On the web at 
www.ltpo.org 

       Connect with us 

NWCC = North Webster Community Center 
TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club 

Upcoming Events Date Time Place 

Board Meeting April 21 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 

Board Meeting/Lake Clean Up May 20 8:00 / 9:00 am Patona Bay Snack Shop 

Board Meeting June 17 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 

Fish Fry June 17 5:00-8:00 pm Camp Crosley 

Flotilla - Float-a-Palooza July 1 1:00 pm Patona Bay Sandbar 

Fireworks July 1 10:30 pm Big Tippy 

Annual Meeting/Board Meeting July 15 9:00 am TLCC 

Board Meeting August 19 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 

Board Meeting September 16 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 

Board Meeting October 21 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 


