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February 2024 Membership: 661

President’s Message

As we anxiously await to see when spring will come, we can look to our fury friend Punxsutawney Phil. On
Groundhog Day February second Phil did not see his shadow which is a prediction of an early Spring!

| would not put away your winter clothes just yet. The first Groundhog Day was celebrated on February 2,
1887, and Phil has only been right 39% of the time in his 137 years of predictions.

You should have received in the mail your annual renewal letter for your membership with LTPO for 2024.
We greatly appreciate your membership, and your generous support. Without you there is no LTPO.

Thank you everyone.

Joe Lenon
LTPO President

Have been mailed. Please complete the form and send

President’s Message 1 into the PO Box address on the last page or go online to

Lilly Center for the Lakes 2 LTPO.org and pay via credit card. Your membership is
very important so please pay as soon as you can. Thanks

The Watershed Foundation 3 to those who have already paid.

Safe Boating 4

Thanks in advance!
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This summer, impact your watershed for good
By Dr. Nate Bosch, director of the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams

A variety of sources feed James, Tippecanoe, and Oswego lakes. Some water comes from rain, snowmelt, or through ditches and
streams. Other water enters indirectly, flowing over land or through groundwater.

Watersheds are one of the most important factors when considering the water quality local of lakes and streams. By definition, a
watershed is an area of land that collects runoff (from rain, sprinklers, snowmelt, flooding, etc.) and drains it to a stream or river,
or directly into a lake.

Any piece of land is part of a watershed. The only qualification is that water must be able to flow over it or through it before
reaching a body of water.

But why talk about watersheds? What makes them so important? The water that lands in your backyard will eventually make its
way to one of our lakes or streams or both. Whether or not you know it, material from your property can contain pollutants:
organic materials such as leaves and plants, nitrogen and phosphorus from fertilizers, household toxins, bacteria and other contam-
inants. They start out on land and eventually enter the lakes.

But water does not stop moving once it gets into one of our lakes or streams. It leaves the lakes and continues moving until it gets
to an ocean. That means all those pollutants impact downstream aquatic ecosystems as well as local ones!

It is important to treat the land around our homes and in our cities with care. If you are taking steps to protect water quality, you
are making a difference in the health of our lakes as well as lakes and streams in and beyond our county!

As we approach summer, consider taking steps to protect your lakes:

Do not dump yard waste (like leaves and grass clippings) into a lake or stream. Yard waste adds nutrients to the water,
which can result in excess weeds and algae later on. Instead, bring your yard waste to a composting area, or reincorporate
leaves into your garden as a natural form of fertilizer.

Trim back and properly dispose of dead branches that could collapse under the pressure of strong winds during summer
thunderstorms. That keeps them from contributing to logjams.

Keep stormwater on your property by installing a rain barrel or planting a rain garden. Try using native plants! You can
find a list of local nurseries that offer native plant varieties on our website.

There is so much more to learn about your watershed! Read about best-practices, information about native landscaping, and more
on the Lilly Center’s website: lakes.grace.edu.

#H#H#

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents, and
collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful. To
date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 40 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create a lega-
cy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the county’s
natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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John O’Neill

Aggie Sweeney

Stacie Schlichtenmyer

Walt Hessler

TWF welcomes new board leadership for 2024

The Watershed Treasurer.  Their
Foundation is pleased commitment  and
to  announce the dedication to
appointment of officers The Watershed
to the executive Foundation’s goals
committee and the ensure the smooth

introduction of new
board members for the

L

operation of the
organization.

2024 term. In an effort to

John  O'Neill, a expand the depth
dedicated  advocate of representation,
for  environmental two  outstanding
stewardship, has individuals ~ have
been appointed the THE WATERSHED  beenappointedasat-
President of the Board large representatives
of Directors, bringing a FOUNDATION to 5 the executive
wealth of experience to committee. ~ Walt

lead the organization forward.

Serving alongside O'Neill, Aggie
Sweeney will assume the role of Vice
President, contributing her expertise to
support the foundation’s mission.

The executive committee  will
maintain continuity with Ryan Drake
serving as Secretary and Alex Hall as

Hessler of Loon Lake and Stacie
Schlichtenmyer of Pike Lake will
bring their unique perspectives to the
leadership team.

Furthermore, the  organization
welcomes Mikie Crate to the TWEF
Board of Directors for her inaugural
term. Her passion for environmental

causes and commitment to community
engagement align seamlessly with the
values of The Watershed Foundation.
The Watershed Foundation is
excited about the incoming leadership
and board members, confident that
their diverse skills and backgrounds
will contribute significantly to the
continued success of the organization
in preserving and enhancing the water

Get involved with
The Watershed
Foundation!

For more information on
pbecoming a volunteer, serving
on a committee or other
ways to TAKE ACTION for our
lakes, email us at admin@
watershedfoundation.org or call
the office at (574) 834-3242.

WATERSHEDFOUNDATION.ORG
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SAFE BOATING: DID YOU KNOW??
Indiana Boating Laws and Regulations

Age and Operator Restrictions
No one under 15 years of age may legally operate a motorboat greater than 10 hp or a PWC.

Boaters who are 15 years of age may operate a motorboat or PWC until they become a licensed driver only if they
complete a boater education course approved by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and have on board an
ID card issued by the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV).

A person who has never been licensed by the BMV must complete an approved boater education course successfully
and have on board an ID issued by the Indiana BMV to operate a motorboat legally.

All other motorboat or PWC operators must have a valid vehicle driver’s license to operate on all Indiana public wa-
ters.

Enforcement

Indiana law enforcement officers patrol the waterways to make your boating experience safe and pleasant. Cooperate
with them by following the laws and guidelines.

Carry the Card: Vessel operators who are required to have a Boater Education Card must carry the card on board
the vessel and have it available for inspection by an enforcement officer.

Penalty: Not carrying your Boater Education Card when one is required can result in a fine.

Please note that safe boating does not pertain to just teenagers, all persons
operating any type of watercraft, should be aware of the rules and regulations!

LTPO is sponsoring a free Safe Boating Course at Patona Bay in
June, stay tuned for registration information.

Free On-Line Course: www.boatus.org
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Upcoming Events Date Time Place Connect with us
Board Meeting March 16 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room -
Board Meeting April 20 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 0
Board Meeting May 18 8:00/9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room On the web at

Board Meeting June 15 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room www.ltpo.org

Fish Fry June 15 5:00-8:00 pm Camp Crosley OFFICERS

Flotilla - Float-a-Palooza July 6 1:00 pm Patona Bay Sandbar President

Fireworks July 6 10:30 pm Big Tippy Joe Lenon

Annual Meeting/Board Meeting | July 13 9:00 am TLCC Ej::; g{"'em"' | @yahoo.com
Board Meeting August 17 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room Vice President

Board Meeting September 21 |9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room Dan Free

Board Meeting October 19 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room | E-Mail: dfree@insuranceaudit.com

Landing: Pleasant View & Silver Point

NWCC = North Webster Community Center
TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Treasurer

Becky Hartman

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing




