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President’s Message

Spring is here!
It is always nice to see winter is now in our rear-view mirror and we are gearing up for the lake season.

You will be soon receiving 6 tickets in the mail for our annual fish fry on Saturday June 15™. We are request-
ing that you prepay for your tickets to give us a better idea of the amount of fish and chicken that we will
need. If more tickets are needed, please contact Angie Huston(angichuston@hotmail.com). We encourage
you to pay prior to the event and use all 6 tickets. You can always get carry out for your lunch the following
day if you do not use all your tickets on Saturday night. We will be serving fish and chicken this year. Most
of the proceeds will go to help with the cost of weed treatment which continues to be our largest expense. We
will need volunteers to help so please plan to donate a couple of hours or have some of your famlly help if
you are not able to. We greatly appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you on June 15™!

Joe Lenon

LTPO President

President’s Message 1 Have been mailed. Please complete the form and send
into the PO Box address on the last page or go online to

Lilly Center for the Lakes 2
Y LTPO.org and pay via credit card. Your membership is
very important so please pay as soon as you can. If you
The Watershed Foundation 3 have questions on whether you've paid, please reach out
Flotilla 4 to Becky Hartman or Angie Huston.
Thanks to those who have already paid.
Fish Fry 5
Webster Lake Dam 6
Thanks in advance!
Lake Honoree 7
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WINONA LAKE, IN— As Lake Tippecanoe residents, you likely hear the season of spring as much as you see it. Frogs and toads make up much
of the chorus, and none announce the season more promptly or emphatically as spring peepers.

From March to June, their high pitched calls echo out from temporary woodland “lakes” called vernal pools where they meet to mate and lay
eggs. Their collective voices are reminiscent of a parking lot of tiny toy car alarms going off in high-pitched “beeps,” a fleet of squeaky-wheeled
shopping carts, or the very top range of a slide-whistle. Maybe these aren’t typically what you would associate with “springtime,” but take an
evening walk near a pond or wetlands, and their persistent peeping might make you feel otherwise.

Spring peepers are hard to find but easy to recognize. Here are their most prominent features:

Paperclip size or smaller

Tan, brown, olive, or reddish color which camouflages them against leaves and logs
Smooth, damp skin

Dark “X” pattern across their back

This last “trademark look” of the spring peeper endowed them with the species name “crucifer,” which is Latin for “cross-bearer.” Their full
scientific name is Pseudacris crucifer. The genus name “Pseudacris” is a reference to their insect-like call, from the Greek words for “false” and
“locust.”

These tiny locals fit well into Lake Tippecanoe’s ecosystem. They eat insects of all kinds, controlling the populations of whatever bugs they can fit
into their mouths. They are also the prey of other native species, feeding birds, salamanders, snakes, and carnivorous insects that can’t fit into
their mouths.

The spring peeper is small but mighty: a herald of spring and a champion of the wet, low-lying areas common to lake communities. Lake life af-
fords the unique opportunity to hear and see these tiny amphibian neighbors as we welcome the warmth and color of spring.

To hear a spring peeper and to learn more about Indiana’s native critters, visit lakes.grace.edu/field-notes
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Image attached: A spring peeper makes its voice heard! Photo by Andrew Hoff-
man.

#Hi#
The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research,
provides resources, engages and educates residents, and collaborates with
local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County
clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful. To date, the Lilly Center has conducted
scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driv-
en to create a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members,
| visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the county’s
natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.

Andrew Hoffman, 2008



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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TWF Community Water Survey:
Share Your Thoughts on Water Matters

The land and lakes of the picturesque
Upper Tippecanoe River Watershed,
spanning across Whitley, Noble, and
Kosciusko Counties, are precious
Tesources in our community.

For more than 26 years, The
Watershed Foundation has taken action
to preserve the health and quality of
our local waterways. To help chart the
course for TWF’s future direction in
protecting our lakes and streams, we
are launching a survey. That’s where
you come in!

The Watershed Foundation urges you
to take the survey today! The survey
will be open until the end of May.

This survey isn’t just about ticking
boxes; it’s about understanding which
water quality and conservation issues
matter most to you. Your voice matters!
TWF wants to know what you think and
feel about the water, lakes and streams
that are so important to us.

By participating in the Community
Water Survey, you’ll join hands
with neighbors, friends and fellow
community members to shape the
future of water stewardship in our
area and help to align the direction
of The Watershed Foundation’s
education, outreach, and water quality
improvement projects in the years
ahead. Together, we’ll dive deep into
important water-related topics like
pollution prevention and ways to
enhance water quality for generations
to come.

Butwait, there’s more! By completing
the survey, you will be contributing to
a cleaner, healthier environment. You
might also discover a newfound passion
for protecting our natural resources and

O 2024

TW'F COMMUNITY WATER

THE WATERSHED
FOUNDATION

may even want to get involved in The
Watershed Foundation’s work.

Together, we can ensure that our
rivers, lakes, and streams remain
vibrant and thriving for all to enjoy.

All survey participants will have the
opportunity to win one of five $50 gift
cards to local restaurants. To make it
sweeter, several community partners
are providing coupons for yummy
beverages including B+B Courthouse
Market in Warsaw, HopLore Brewing-
The Mill in Leesburg, and Brew’Ha
Coffee House in Columbia City. The
best beer and coffee rely on good, clean
water!

Thank you to the K21 Health
Foundation for support of our 2024
Community Water Survey and our
2024 Ag Partner Survey.

SURVEY

Or Visit:
https:/bit.ly/24nonag

WATERSHEDFOUNDATION.ORG
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The 2024 Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners FLOTILLA THEME IS:
ALL THINGS INDIANA

You may ask what type of slogan can be used for our Flotilla this year? Glad you did ask. Here are a few Indiana related
ideas.

Indy 500
Brickyard

Colts

Pacers

All Indiana colleges

There are many more creative topics and with a little research you’ll find something that gets your creative juices flowing.

It’s okay to have a family personalized float. But also consider having your landing come together and decorate a float that
promotes the landing name. The mission is to have as many floaters participate and keep with the theme.

Registration will be on July 6 from 10 am to 11:30 am at the Patona Bay Snack Shop. The Flotilla will hit the water on July 6
at 1:00 PM. Plan to meet lakeside at Patona Bay Snack Shop. The Flotilla will tour much of Lake Tippecanoe and will take
approximately 1 1/2 hours before returning to Paton's for the award presentation. No one walks away empty handed. Cash
awards are handed out to all registered participants.

The Flotilla rules are simple. Be on time. Stay in line and obey the directions of the patrol boats. It is prohibited to throw
any promotional items from a float or shore. Do not jump from your float while in line.

Be safe, have fun and wave.

DITCH THE PITCH

Close calls are not what we want during the 2024 FLOTILLA. As Chairman of the event, and driving the official judge's pontoon during the flotilla,
| have the advantage of observing the flotilla participants and watching the spectators following the floats by boat and on shore. | have seen too
many close calls by people putting themselves in harms way by chasing objects thrown from the lake and shore. | have cringed at seeing near miss-
es of people getting run over by boats. Therefore, as in the past it is prohibited to throw any propaganda enticing people to chase it down. Please
be responsible, and don’t give a black eye to this historical event. This message is not intended to discourage floaters and spectators from enjoy-
ing the festivities, but it is to raise awareness of the potential danger. Each year LTPO must submit for a festival permit. All of us who have en-
joyed the flotilla over many years want it to go on for future generations. Want more info on the flotilla? Visit ltpo.org or our Facebook page. See
you all on July 6. Dan Drook Flotilla Chairman



https://www.playitusa.com/motorsport/2016/03/73242/2016-verizon-indycar-series-preview/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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2024 LTPO Fish & Chicken Fry

What do you get when fish and chicken are combined?

The 2024 Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners (LTPO) annual Fish and Chicken Fry. Yes
chicken. No tenderloins.

Come with family and friends at this fund-raising event with all the profits benefiting our on-
going fight to keep all species of weeds under control.

As is tradition, the location is Camp Crosley, 675 East, T2A Lane (Dine In) and T1A Lane,
Camp Crosley Village, (Drive Through). At either location fish and chicken will be served
along with condiments. Dining in? The meal is all you can eat. On the go? At the drive
through, you can pick up your meal. The ticket cost is $15.00 per person. Kids six and under
are free. Six tickets will be mailed to LTPO members in advance. Unwanted tickets can
be returned. Tickets can also be purchased onsite or at Itpo.org.

In addition, don't pass over the Ladies Auxiliary dessert offerings available in the Dining Hall
and Drive Through. For a separate fee, select from a variety of pies, cakes, cookies to satisfy
your sweet tooth.

Hours for this event are from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, or whenever sold out.

Entertainment this year will be provided by the DeeBee’s. A Midwest duo that plays a variety
of classic tunes with an island flair.

More updates will be provided. Check out all LTPO activities at Itpo.org or on Facebook.

Rain or shine come and enjoy the food, comradery and
festivities.

Sincerely,
The Fish Fry Committee of LTPO
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Webster Lake Dam - Classification and Condition, Important information for lake property
owners and others that use Webster & Backwater Lakes December 4, 2023

While most homeowners and visitors to Webster and Backwater Lakes know that the Webster Lake Conservation Association
(WLCA) provides and facilitates weed treatments, an annual fireworks show, and other services, fewer know about Webster Lake’s
dam and the WLCA’s relationship with it. Here are some things you may not know, but which are vital to your understanding of a
potential crisis the lakes are facing:

(1) WLCA was formed in the 1950’s to purchase the decaying Webster Dam (previously owned by a grist mill) and restore it to pre-
serve Webster and Backwater Lakes for public use and to maintain the value of lake properties. Repairs to the dam in the 1950°s
were funded by financial contributions from lake property owners, local residents, business owners, service organizations and
churches of the North Webster community, as well as WLCA’s sale of some land that came with the purchase of the control struc-
ture. The work on the dam was completed by local residents and businessmen as volunteers.

(2) The “dam” is not just the metal weir gate structures located off the southern part of Webster Lake but includes both the gates and
the surrounding earthen embankment which holds the water in the lake, and upon which several houses are located.

(3) Prior to 2017, the dam was classified as a “Significant Hazzard” dam and as such was inspected on a regular basis by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with a portion of the cost for inspections being passed back to WLCA for payment. In
1996, the DNR made an Agreement with WLCA under which the DNR assumed the “responsibility for the reconstruction or repair
of the outlet control structure” (the dam). In 2009, a DNR engineering inspection rated the dam and the land dams as “deficient and
conditionally poor.” With prompting from WLCA, the DNR made repairs to the dam in 2012, but omitted correcting certain defi-
ciencies previously noted in the 2009 inspection report. The DNR made no repairs to the land dams in this project. In 2017, the DNR
completed another engineering inspection and reclassified the dam and land dams as “High Hazzard” and rated them as “deficient
and conditionally poor” due to a previously existing void under the main spillway that was left unrepaired during the 2012 recon-
struction and because of an enlargement of the inundation area below the dam as determined by a 2015 remapping of the flood plain.
In 2018, the DNR suggested that it was WLCA’s responsibility to repair the dam and land dams, even though the 1996 Agreement
was still in force.

(4) WLCA disagreed with the DNR’s assertion that WLCA was responsible for the repairs based on the terms of the 1996 Agree-
ment and has been in continuous litigation (lawsuits) with the DNR for the last five (5) years regarding the current and future respon-
sibility for reconstruction and repairs to the dam. It appears that the court will be ordering the DNR to shoulder some or all the re-
sponsibility for correcting the known omitted deficiencies in the dam that were noted in the 2009 and 2017 engineering reports; how-
ever, the responsibility for future reconstruction or repairs will fall to the WLCA and land dam property owners or to a yet to be es-
tablished conservancy district which would be a tax-funded governmental entity.

(5) This situation has not been ignored by the WLCA and cannot now be ignored by any Webster and Backwater Lake property own-
ers. As a member funded not-for-profit corporation with a membership level of 60% of the property owners, WLCA cannot and will
not be able to afford the costs required to do any reconstruction or significant repair work on the dam or on the land dams. The DNR
will not allow the dam and its appurtenances to remain in their current condition. If the work is not done, it is possible that the dam
or land dams could be washed out by a significant weather event. Should this happen, persons and properties downstream would be
in serious peril of death and destruction, bridges or roadways would be damaged or destroyed, Backwater Lake would be non-
existent and Webster Lake would be reduced to seven widely separated glacial ponds. Imagine the effect on property values.

(6) To aid in the mitigation of this situation, WLCA is willing to take the lead in the establishment of a conservancy district as de-
scribed above which would be responsible to monitor, control, and maintain the dam and its appurtenances in the future. To accom-
plish this, WLCA will need to obtain signatures on a petition which, when complete, would then be presented to the circuit court for
its consideration regarding the creation of a conservancy district. Please agree to sign the petition when it is presented to you. (7) The
creation of a conservancy district comes with initial costs for both attorney and engineering fees which WLCA may not be able to
cover from its sole source of revenue—annual membership dues. These expenses will be in addition to the cost of the ongoing litiga-
tion to make the DNR honor its obligations under the 1996 Agreement. (8) Currently, WLCA is seeking additional sources of in-
come to help finance the creation of a conservancy district; however, WLCA may need to request additional tax-deductible funding
contributions from lake residents, other local residents, and businesses that benefit from the existence of the lakes. If or when addi-
tional funding is needed, WLCA will reach out to all lake property owners and dependent businesses for assistance. Please respond
in a positive manner if a funding contribution is requested of you.

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact WLCA through its Website at www.lakewebster.net or by email
to Websterlakeassociation@gmail.com. Please include your phone number if you would like to receive a call. Your correspondence
or call request will be answered as quickly as possible. WLCA intends to keep the lake community informed of any significant
changes in this situation. While WLCA may post this information on its Facebook page, WLCA will not entertain general discussion
of this issue on Facebook as it is preferred that any additional information you may wish to have comes to you from an informed
source. Thank you for your immediate attention to this information and for your continued investment in the future existence of
Webster and Backwater Lakes through your membership and contributions to Webster Lake Conservation Association.

For additional information, please go to:
https://watershedfoundation.org/blog/twf-fund-established-for-critical-webster-lake-dam-project/
We are sharing, as this could affect our lake if the dam fails.
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2024 Distinguished Lake Citizen
Committee Members: Ron Chambers, Dan Drook, Pam & Jeff Thornburgh,

The Distinguished Lake Citizen Award Committee wants to remind Lake residents to be thinking about possible candidates for this coming seasonal
award.

Eligible candidates are individuals who reside full or part time on Tippecanoe, James or Oswego Lakes for at least five (5) years and are members of the
Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners Association.

We are looking to honor that individual or family who has made a positive impact on the quality of life at the lake. Think about that person in your neigh-
borhood or landing that seems to be the “living” example of an individual who cares for the environment, our properties and the well-being of fellow
residents; maybe it’s the landing director that always takes the time to represent his/her neighbors at the meetings and is actively involved with the Asso-
ciation.

Last year’s recipient, Lyn Crighton, the Executive Director of the Watershed Foundation, her drive and determination has had a tremendous impact on
water quality on Lake Tippecanoe!

.. So give some thought to the residents of your landing. The Committee will certainly welcome all recommendations.

Sponsors must submit their nomination on the form which is located on the LTPO.org website. Please mail your nomination to LTPO, PO Box 224,
Leesburg, IN 46538 or send electronically to jthornburgh@premedtec.com. Applications will not be returned and will be kept on file for one year
after submitted.

Any person(s) who resides full or part time on Tippecanoe, James or Oswego Lakes; has been a lake resident for no less than five (5) years; has made a
positive impact on the quality of life on Tippecanoe, James or Oswego Lakes; must be a member of Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Past Honorees are:

1994 Millie Paton 2004 Joe Westendorf 2013 Dick Young

1995 Tom T. Hamilton 2005 Bob & Linda Schwartz Family 2014 Richard Armstrong & Ball Brothers
Foundation

1996 Dr. Betty Jo Koss 2006 Mike Lattimer 2015 Dave Swart

1997 Holly LaSalle 2007 Dave Tyler 2016 Gene Dominique

1998 Robert Smith 2008 Mark Ennes 2017 Steve Matthias

I R
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Upcoming Events Date Time Place Connect with us
Board Meeting May 18 8:00/9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
(1OC
Board Meeting June 15 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
Fish Fry June 15 5:00-8:00 pm Camp Crosley On the web at
www.ltpo.org
Flotilla - Float-a-Palooza July 6 1:00 pm Patona Bay Sandbar
OFFICERS
Fireworks July 6 10:30 pm Big Tippy
President
Annual Meeting/Board July 13 9:00 am TLCC i oeNTenon
Meeting
- E-Mail: jplenon| | @yahoo.com
Board Meeting August 17 8:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room Landing: DuCuNee
Board Meeting September 21 |9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room Vice President
Dan Free
Board Meeting October 19 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room . . .
E-Mail: dfree@insuranceaudit.com

Landing: Pleasant View & Silver Point

NWCC = North Webster Community Center
TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Treasurer

Becky Hartman

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing




