
Page 1 

 

 Working for Lake ~ Preservation ~ Fish & Wildlife ~ Quality of Living  

August 2024 Membership:  679 

#324 

Inside this issue: 

President’s Message 1 
 
 

Lilly Center for Lakes and Streams 2  

TWF 
 
 
 

3  
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Most of the schools are now back in session so we will most likely have less people at the 
lake as the students will be involved in school activities. 

In July we had the water reach minor flood stage due to heavy rains. Normally the lake only 
gets this high in late winter or spring. If you do not know there is an app that you can down-
load to your phone named Flood Watch. Once you are on the app you can select Tippecanoe 
River at Oswego to monitor the water level of Lake Tippecanoe at the Oswego Dam. The mi-
nor flood stage is at 7.50 feet so when the water approaches this level you should be aware of 
what the waves could do to low lying properties and the shoreline. 

I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer! 

Joe Lenon 
LTPO President 
 

 

 T-shirts are going fast!! Order yours 
now!  LTPO.org or contact Angie 

Huston, angiehuston@hotmail.com! 

2025 

Fishing Contest  

NOW OPEN 

JULY 1, 2024– JUNE 30, 2025 
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Snapping Turtle: A Snappy Sensation 
By Madison Herstad, Lilly Center Marketing Assistant 

Though these turtles don’t have fingers and can’t snap to the beat, they can snap their jaws with powerful force! Named after 

their bite, the five species of snapping turtles are notorious for their aggression, such as the alligator snapper known to bite off 

human fingers if they get too close.  

Common snapping turtles can grow up to 20 inches long and weigh over 20 pounds, but they are smaller on average. They are 

brown or grayish and have long tails and a pointed head with a sharp beak. Native to the United States east of the Rocky 

Mountains, common snapping turtles are found all across Indiana, while alligator snappers were historically rare and are now 

likely extirpated from Hoosier waters. You might find them in many random places; for example, a Lilly Center education assis-

tant saw a snapping turtle on a Nature Hike field trip and our director saw six on his family farm, seen in the photos! 

Snapping turtles prefer to hide in weeds, logs, and mud in the shallow parts of lakes, ponds, and streams. Females go on land to 

nest. They can lay about 30 eggs at a time, which incubate underground for about 120 days. They are mostly solitary animals 

and do not care for their offspring, so the baby turtles are independent when they hatch. The temperature of the nest deter-

mines the gender of the hatchlings—it produces females if the soil is under 70 degrees, males if the soil is 73-75 degrees, and a 

mix of both if it’s in between. They usually mature around the age of 12. 

Snapping turtles are omnivores, so they eat many aquatic plants as well as fish, other turtles, frogs, snakes, snails, insects, and 

various small mammals. The adults don’t have any known predators, but hatchlings are preyed on by fish, birds, raccoons, 

skunks, snakes, otters, and foxes. They can stay underwater for about 50 minutes at a time, and they don’t move often. This 

helps disguise them from their prey because it allows algae to grow on their shells.  

Common snapping turtles are a game species in Indiana, meaning they can be hunted, although some species like the alligator 

snappers are considered an endangered species. People have also kept them as pets, but they are better off in their natural 

habitat. They have a long life span, which is about 45 years on average, although some have been recorded to live past 100! 

They are not friendly creatures, but certainly fascinating ones nonetheless! 

Photo provided 1: Snapping turtle found on Dr. Nate Bosch’s family farm. 

Photo provided 2: Snapping turtle found on Nature Hike field trip.  

# # # 

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents, 

and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful. 

To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to cre-

ate a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy 

the county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu. 

 

http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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F O R  O U R  E Y E S  O N L Y  

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and 

safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the 

information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake 

Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. 

LAKE TIPPECANOE  

PROPERTY OWNERS, INC. 

PO Box 224  

Leesburg, IN 46538 

 

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization.  Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law. 

OFFICERS 

President 

Joe Lenon 

E-Mail:  jplenon11@yahoo.com 

Landing: DuCuNee 

Vice President 

OPEN 

E-Mail:  

Landing:  

Treasurer 

Becky Hartman 

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org 

Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland 

Secretary 

Angie Huston 

E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com 

Landing: Hoy’s Landing 

Phone Cell: (574) 292-8052 

On the web at 
www.ltpo.org 

       Connect with us 

NWCC = North Webster Community Center 
TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club 

Upcoming Events Date Time Place 

Board Meeting September 21 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 

Board Meeting October 19 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room 


