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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Now that Labor Day has passed, it is the unofficial end of the summer for lake residents.

There are still a few weeks of good weather to take the boat/pontoon out and enjoy the late
summer and early fall days on the lake.

We received an update on the status of the invasive weeds on Lake Tippecanoe, Lake James
and Oswego Lake. The good news is that the Eurasian Water Milfoil and the Curly Leaf
Pondweed is stable. The bad news is that Starry Stonewort increased 2.2% on Lake Tippe-
canoe. This continues to be our biggest challenge. We appreciate your generous support this
year and we will need your continued support going forward.

Joe Lenon
LTPO President

T-shirts are going fast!! Order yours
now! LTPO.org or contact Angie
Huston, angiehuston@hotmail.com!
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The many layers of the Tippecanoe Lakes: Lake stratification in action

By Dr. Nate Bosch, Director of the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams
Fall is just around the corner! Driving along the shores of the Tippecanoe lakes, you can see the
leaves starting to change, fishers bundled up in their boats, eager to catch largemouth bass or

northern pike, or see families enjoying the last warm days of the year.

Just as we require oxygen to live, dissolved oxygen is essential for underwater life, including fish.
During winter, fresh oxygen is sealed out by the ice. Oxygen left in the water is rationed so fish
can survive. But when warmer weather finally comes and the ice melts away, spring turnover mix-

es the water with fresh oxygen from the surface and nutrients from the bottom.

The Tippecanoe lakes will each form three layers at some point during the warmth months of the
year, but the top and bottom layers matter most in spring and fall turnover. Although the epilim-
nion (the top-most layer) is coldest in winter, it warms up most quickly in the spring. The hypo-
limnion is the layer of water closest to the bottom of the lake and is warmest in winter and cold-
est in summer. Fish follow the warmth. They live in the deepest parts of the lake during winter

but swim upwards during springtime.

Due to the longer hours of sunshine and warmer air temperatures, the epilimnion gets warmer
than the hypolimnion. Meanwhile, wind mixes fresh oxygen into the water. Nutrients are also
mixed into the water from the bottom and inflowing streams, allowing underwater plants to

grow. Fish return to the lakes’ upper layers... and fishers return to their boats!

Turnover happens for several weeks, beginning when ice melts from the lake surface and lasting
until three layers form — typically in late April or early May. Fall turnover begins sometime in Oc-
tober! When you jump deep into your lake and feel cold water around your toes, remember that

the fish and the fishers are also paying attention and appreciating the layers.

The Lilly Center partners with many homeowners around Kosciusko County lakes (including the
Tippecanoe lakes) to make the waterways in Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe and beautiful.

Want to join us? Visit lakes.grace.edu or email lakes@grace.edu to learn more.



mailto:lakes@grace.edu
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THE WATERSHED
FOUNDATION

TAKING ACTION FOR HEALTHY LAKES

g, Leave the Leaves out of the Lake

Lyn Crighton, Executive Director, The Watershed Foundation

I hope you get the opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the after-summer season on Lake Tippecanoe. The
abundance and diversity of trees along the shoreline provide such a kaleidoscope of color. But the blanket of
crunchy, colorful leaves on the ground should be handled with the lake’s care in mind.

Using our lakes as nature’s garbage disposal may be tempting, but emptying yard debris into the lakes can
create a major water quality issue. The organic matter builds sediment that fills in the lake’s nearshore areas.
Then, as the debris decomposes it causes nutrient overloading in the water, creating next spring and sum-
mer’s algae blooms and increasing the growth of nuisance weeds. In some areas, this practice could even
increase the need for dredging. The decomposing plant matter also decreases dissolved oxygen levels that
can lead to the death of aquatic organisms like fish.

As tempting as it is to simply dump instead of properly dispose of it, we all play a part in keeping our lakes
and waters healthy. Keeping them around for future generations is as simple as making small conscientious
decisions every day. Taking care of the lake can be as easy as mulching or bagging your leaves or, for the
more ambitious, starting a compost pile for your garden next season.
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For many years, using the River, Dam and Dredging Fund, LTPO
has used local contractors to clear large log jams in the Tippe-

canoe River from Oswego west to the bridge on CRI0OE.

This year we committed $10,000 to continue this work. We be-
lieve clearing the jams allows the river to flow more freely and
help prevent flooding such as we experienced last spring. The

photos show before and after on two of the jams.

Thank you for the generous donations.




ILAIKIE LAKE TIPPECANOE

X :_—‘g w_ PROPERTY OWNERS, INC.
«:51‘:;% M. PO Box 224

7

Page 5

TIPPECANOE Leesburg, IN 46538

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Connect with us

Upcoming Events Date Time Place 0
Board Meeting October 19 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room On the web at
www.ltpo.org
OFFICERS
President
Joe Lenon

E-Mail: jplenon! | @yahoo.com
Landing: DuCuNee

Vice President
OPEN

E-Mail:

Landing:

NWCC = North Webster Community Center
TLCC = Tippecanoe Lake Country Club

Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Treasurer
Becky Hartman

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake

Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing

Phone Cell: (574) 292-8052




