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President’s Message

As we welcome Spring, we are reminded of the old saying April showers bring May flowers.
It looks like it will be a good year for flowers!

In early April we had some heavy rains which raised the level of Lake Tippecanoe to 7.78
feet measured at Oswego Dam. Minor flooding may occur at 7.50 feet. You can access this
information on your phone if you download the app Flood Watch. Once you are on the app
you can select Tippecanoe River at Oswego to monitor this information.

Next month you will be receiving 6 tickets to our Fish/Chicken Fry on June 21st. This will be
from 4:30 to 7:30. We encourage you to use all 6 tickets to support this fund-raising event.
We will have more information available for you if you need additional tickets. We will also
have information soon on how to volunteer to help with this event.

I hope everyone enjoys your Spring and look forward to seeing everyone soon!

Joe Lenon
LTPO President

Welcome New
Members
Emily Summers—DuCuNee

Gary & Kristine Opel-Old Mill
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2025 LTPO Fish & Chicken Fry

What do you get when fish and chicken are combined?
The 2025 Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners (LTPO) annual Fish and Chicken Fry. Yes chicken. No tenderloins.

Come with family and friends at this fund-raising event with all the profits benefiting our ongoing fight to keep all species of
weeds under control.

As is tradition, the location is Camp Crosley, 675 East, T2A Lane (Dine In) and T1A Lane, Camp Crosley Village, (Drive
Through). At either location fish and chicken will be served along with condiments. Dining in? The meal is all you can eat. On
the go? At the drive through, you can pick up your meal. The ticket cost is $15.00 per person. Kids five and under are free. Six
tickets will be mailed to LTPO members in advance. Unwanted tickets can be returned. Tickets can also be purchased onsite or
at Itpo.org.

In addition, don't pass over the Ladies Auxiliary dessert offerings available in the Dining Hall and Drive Through. For a separate
fee, select from a variety of pies, cakes, cookies to satisfy your sweet tooth.

Hours for this event are from 4:30 PM to 7:30 PM, or whenever sold out. NEW TIME
More updates will be provided. Check out all LTPO activities at Itpo.org or on Facebook.
Rain or shine come and enjoy the food, comradery and festivities.

Sincerely,

The Fish Fry Committee of LTPO

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

Sign-up is now live! Click on the link below or use the QR code.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 1 0C044DA8AF28A7FE3-56252593-Itpo#/



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C044DA8AF28A7FE3-56252593-ltpo%23%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C41bcc786ef0e4fcacdf508dd8110fc28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638808632143700633%7CUnknown%7C
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2024-2025
FISHING CONTEST

The 2024-2025 LTPO Annual Fishing Contest entry period will end June 30™. Entries may be either
“length only” by submitting a photo of the fish or the “traditional” entry when the fish is weighed and
measured at either Patona Bay, Tippecanoe Boat Company. All fish entries must be caught in Lake
Tippecanoe, Little Tippy, or Oswego Lake before June 30" and the entry must be either e-mailed or US
Mailed by July 5™, Entrants must be an LTPO member or in the household of a member.

Here is the procedure for a “length only” entry:

--Take 1 or 2 photos of the fish along side a ruler, tape measure, yardstick (or 2 yardsticks) so that the
viewer can clearly read the measurement, including being able to see the “zero” end of the ruler and the
measurement. Or, use the measurement ap on a cell phone.

--Complete the Fishing Contest Form that can be printed from the LTPO website :

https:1ltpo.org/fishing-contest

--E-mail the completed form and the photo(s) to jshelby904(@aol.com or ggshelby(@msn.com. Please put
“Fishing Contest” in the subject line. The form and the photo(s) can also be US mailed as described on
the Fishing Contest form.

Traditional entries with both weight and measurement can also be either e-mailed or US Mailed.

Questions can be directed to either of the e-mail addresses listed above.

Fishing Contest chair Jim Shelby reminds fishermen to avoid dismissing their catch as too small to enter
in the contest. “When everyone dismisses their catch as too small, some categories have only one entrant.
This isn’t about a state or even a lake record; it’s the largest fish in each category entered during the year.’

b



mailto:jshelby904@aol.com
mailto:ggshelby@msn.com
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The 2025 Flotilla THEME is:
PLANES, TRAINS AND AUTOMOBILES

A 1987 movie featuring Steve Martin and John Candy.
It’s a funny movie (PG).
The title of the movie itself could give would be floaters ideas of how to decorate their boat.

Personalized floats have dominated this historic event for years. But we encourage a landings to get involved also. The
more floats the merrier.

This is a FREE EVENT. Pre-Registration will be at the June 21, FISH & CHICKEN FRY from 5:00 to 6:30. A second
pre-registration opportunity will be at the Patona Bay Snack Bar on July 5th from 10:00 to 11:30. Remember Pre-
Registration is required to qualify for a cash award.

Speaking of generous cash awards there will be five handed out at the end of the flotilla.

FIRST PLACE ($500.00), SECOND PLACE ($400.00), THIRD PLACE ($300.00), FOURTH PLACE ($200.00) &
FIFTH PLACE ($100.00). But no pre-registered floater walks away empty handed.

On July 5th all floaters will promptly meet lakeside at 12:30 in front of the Patona Bay Snack Bar. The flotilla cruises a
designated route around the main basin of Lake Tippecanoe and takes about 1 '% hours before returning to Patona Bay.
Awards will be handed out from the judges' pontoon. Approach slowly.

- The rules of the flotilla are simple.
- Follow the Officers patrol boat and PWC. The Officers are there for guidance and safety.
- It is prohibited to throw anything from a float, boat or shore

- Do not jump in the lake from a float, boat or shore. STEVE MARTIN JoHN CANDY
A JoHN HuGHES Fitm

KEEP IN MIND THE FLOTILLA WILL BE CONGESTED. PLANES TRAINS AND AUTOMOB”_ES

Be safe, have fun and wave. Poimane, -\

Flotilla Chairman — Dan Drook
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Lake Tippecamnce
T-s it of the deasemn Comtest

Here's the dcesp!

Help desigm a t-shint with Lake Tiuppecanse theme.

Qpen te all Lake Tippecanse hesidents.

Wimmimg desigm wikl be puts e t-sRINRS. (white o tght gres) to e 80ld, as o
Bubmit yewrn design by Many 15 te angiebusten@hotmaik.com.

£TPQ Lamdimg Directers wilk select the wirumimg desigrm



mailto:angiehuston@hotmail.com
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Wetland Showdown: Native vs. Invasive Cattails

By guest columnist Steven Coyle, wetlands specialist

The red-winged blackbird is a wetland-loving bird in Indiana. If you see them in Kosciusko County, they probably are sitting in a
wetland. And they are probably sitting on top of a cattail. The most prevalent plants in wetlands are Cattails. Adapting the title,
with a slight modification, from a renowned Clint Eastwood western movie, explore cattails with us.

THE GOOD.—There is more to enjoy about a Cattail marsh than nice scenery. Extensive cattail root systems can prevent soil
erosion and absorb excess nutrients and contaminants. Wildlife eat plants, fish use them for protection during spawning, and
birds and animals use them as shelter or nests. Beavers and muskrats build dams and huts out of cattail stems. Cattail popula-
tions are beneficial if they are under control. But when cattails of any type take over an area, they can become too much of a
good thing. One kind of cattail, broadleaf, is native to America and is beneficial since it does not get out of control.

THE BAD.—Unfortunately, most cattails you see in our lakes, and even along the road, are not native cattails. In wetlands Lake
Tippecanoe, narrowleaf and hybrid are dominant, not the native broadleaf. Non-native Cattails considered invasive by most
experts, are dominant, and crowd out various native plants.

Invasive species reduce biodiversity, cause habitat loss for insects and animals, impede sightlines and water flow, and increase
siltation. Cattail flowers contain thousands of fluffy seeds carried long distances by wind and birds. The seeds germinate quickly
and take over shallow areas in a few years. Cattail roots, called rhizomes, spread horizontally, putting out new shoots. Dense
roots create solid mats, preventing “good” plants from establishing.

AND THE BEAUTIFUL.—So that sea of cattails is just a pretty face? For perspective, let’s do a comparison to terrestrial vegeta-
tion. Even though bush honeysuckle makes a lush green cover, it is invasive and outcompetes most native plants. It is over-
whelming our landscape. Humans have introduced non-native honeysuckle and cattails from Asia, leading to where we are now
—a less diverse and beneficial ecosystem. It is important to understand the balance between cattails, especially the native
broadleaf variety, and beneficial aquatic plants. Natural wetlands with native plants serve many of the same purposes as polli-
nator gardens! Native plant gardens that consist of several varieties are beautiful and awe-inspiring. These plants attract polli-
nators like bees, butterflies, and even birds. The pollinator gardens near the Syracuse and North Webster libraries are great
examples.

YOUR TURN: - A great example of diversity is Pisgah Marsh, maintained by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. Bey-
er Farm Trail in Warsaw is also a beautiful walk through a diversity of plants and wildlife. You can also tune into episode four of
the Lake Doctor Podcast. Scott Fetters, US Fish & Wildlife, helps us understand the wonder of wetlands. Visit lakes.grace.edu/
podcast.

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents,
and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe and beautiful.
To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create
a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members,
visitors and future generations to understand and enjoy the
county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit

lakes.grace.edu.



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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Sustainability in Action: Earth Day Breakfast
April 22" — Warsaw, 7:30-10:30 a.m.

m Beyond Lawns Workshop
June 5™ — Warsaw, 5-7 p.m.

THE WATERSHED
FOUNDATION Healthy Shorelines Workshop
June 12* — Winona Lake, 5:30-7 p.m.
SCAN H E R E Hoosier Riverwatch Training

June 17%" — North Webster, 9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Dance at Tippy
July 26™ — Tippy Dance Hall, 7-11 p.m.

Winona Lake Cottage Tour
September 6" — Winona Lake, 3-6 p.m.

Snapshot Water Monitoring Day
September 18t — Our Watershed, 2-6 p.m.

Tippy Dance Hall - Food Truck Schedule

06/14 — Nelson’s BBQ Chicken — Fundraiser for LTPO and membership drive.
07/12, 07/19, 7/28, & 08/09 — multiple trucks of different cuisine

Come out and support these small businesses and enjoy some entertainment at the same time!
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Connect with us
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Hidden Oak Manor—(Old Baptist Camp) T52

Lake Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Donations are tax
deductible to the extent of the law.

Upcoming Events Date Time Place On the web at

Board Meeting May 17 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room www.ltpo.org

Board Meeting June 21 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room OFFICERS

Fish Fry June 21 4:30-8:00 pm Camp Crosley President

Flotilla - Float-a-Palooza July 5 1:00 pm Patona Bay Sandbar Joe Lenon

Fireworks July 5 10:30 pm Big Tippy E-Mail: jplenon| | @yahoo.com
Landing:

Annual Meeting/Board Meeting | July 19 9:00 am Hidden Oak Manor 3 3

8 & Y Vice President

Board Meeting August 16 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room Jerry Weissinger

Board Meeting September 20 |9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room E-Mail: weiss0956@gmail.com
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

Board Meeting October 18 9:00 am NWCC-Banquet Room
Treasurer

NWCC = North Webster Community Center Becky Hartman

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing
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