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July is one of our busier months of the year for LTPO activities. 

You may have noticed that LTPO has had a table set up at several different events in June. We are trying to 
promote the benefits of LTPO and attract new members. If you know of someone who should be a member 
either ask them to join or email either Angie Huston or myself with their contact information and we will 
provide additional information to them. 

Special thanks to Dan Free and John Murray for again co-chairing our annual fish/chicken fry. Thank you 
to all the volunteers who helped with this event! Finally, a big thank you to everyone who supported this 
fry. This is our biggest fundraising event of the year and is extremely important for our organization to 
raise money annually for weed treatment. 

Saturday July 5th was a great day to be on Lake Tippecanoe. The annual Flotilla was a success. We had a 
lot of very good entries. Thank you to Dan Drook who was our chairman again this year. We really appre-
ciate everyone who entered and congratulations to our award winners. 

We finished the evening with our annual fireworks show. As you probably know this event is 100% funded 

by LTPO members who voluntarily donate money for this each year. We greatly appreciate your support! 

Unfortunately, our fireworks were interrupted by someone who encroached our required buffer zone. We 

had no choice but to stop the fireworks until the area was clear again. It was very disappointing not only for 

the spectators but also for everyone who puts in a lot of time and effort to make this event a success.  

Joe Lenon 

LTPO President 

 

 

Welcome New Members  

 Brian Oaks/Eileen MolterðLantzing Bay 

Darlene CochranðNiebert Park 

Michael ArnoltðDu-Cu-Nee 
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Distinguished Lake Citizen of the Year ï 2025 

To be eligible for the Distinguished Lake Citizen of the Year Award, the candidate must be nominated by a member of the Lake 
Tippecanoe Property Owners Association; they must reside full or part-time on the Lake for the last 5 years; be a member of the 
Association; and have made a positive impact on the Quality of Life in our Lake Environment. 

Each year the Recipient is awarded a $500 grant from LTPO to be directed to their favorite 501 C3 Non-Profit Charity! 

The selection committee is made up of past recipients Lyn Crighton, Dan Drook, Jeff Thornburgh, and me, Ron Chambers. 

This Yearôs Recipient was nominated by Amy Isenberg and B.K. Turner! 

This Yearôs Recipient can trace Family roots back to 1925, 100 years ago!  

A nature lover at heart, a protector of the Land, the Wildlife, and the Family Heritage.  

An Indiana University Graduate, world traveling fly fisherman, and avid duck hunter!  

You might say ñboatingò is in the blood. It all started when the family patriarch, 1st Generation, bought 40 acres from Ed Black 
with the business plan to build homes and sell real estate on Lake Tippecanoe back in 1925.  

Then the 1929-31 Depression hit, and lake houses were not moving well. So the family, knowing that Tippy residents 
ñprioritizeò boating above all else, especially during a depression, quickly switched to something ñMore Lake Essentialò, Centu-
ry Boats! 

True to this day, as you can see on the Lake, Tippy residents have their priorities clearly established, Boating!  Boating! And 
more Boating!    

With 5 generations in the Marina Business, we would like to recognize Bruce Pierce as our Lake Honoree and his family as own-
ers of Tippecanoe Boat Company.  

Bruceôs grandfather, also Bruce Pierce, was that first-generation patriarch who had the vision to switch the family business from 
real estate to boating when things got tough.  

Bruceôs father, Lynn Pierce, stepped in to run the business believing in selling non-competitive lines that were safe and trustwor-
thy, until his passing in 1973.  

Bruce stepped in to run the family business in 1973, after his graduation from Indiana University, fly fishing was his dream, but 
the family business called him home.  Bruceôs contribution to the business was his witty, dry, sarcastic sense of humor!  No 
charge for the jokes! 

Daughter Hallie Pierce recently assumed the leadership role!  Continuing the family tradition of generosity and taking care of 
their long-term employees, while offering summer employment to local teens.   

The business still is going strong, with the next generation, Bruceôs grandchildren, Robert Pierce Metze and Lauren Metze work-
ing at the Boat Company waiting for their opportunity 
to step in! 

Quite a proud family business story!  

Serving their Customers with Sales, Service, Mainte-
nance, Rentals seven days a week! 

Congratulations to Bruce Pierce and Family as our 
2025 Lake Honoree! 

Accepting the Award for his grandfather, is Pierce 

Metze, grandson, fifth generation! 
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LTPO 2025 Fishing  

Contest Winners  
 

Champion Rock Bass   9 inches 
TEDDY BOUGGY 
 
Champion Bluegill   10 inches 
COLLIN BRUNE    
 
Champion Red Ear 11 3/8 inches 
LEO KNEIZEH 
 
Champion Channel Catfish  12 inches 
CRUZ TURNER 
 
Champion Black Bullhead Catfish   13 inches 
JACK BOUGGY  
 
Champion Perch  13 inches  
JACK BOUGGY      
 
Champion Largemouth Bass 20 inches 
COLE HARRIS 
 
Champion Bowfin  22 inches 
VINNIE KNEIZEH 
 
Champion Northern Pike   32 1/2  inches 
LEO KNEIZEH 
 

Champion Muskie   43 inches 
LEO KNEIZEH 

COLLIN BRUNE CRUZ TURNER 

VINNIE KNEIZEH LEO KNEIZEH 
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T-SHIRT ORDER FORM  

 
On lite grey T and womenõs V-neck, support the weed treatment program on Lake Tippecanoe, buy yours now!   When order is 

ready, you will be contacted to pickup.  

 

~ċťĲШĦőĲĦťƚШÂċǃċĤũĲШƣŸШxÑÂ§ШċŰĬШůċŔũШƣŸШÂ§Ш7ŸǂыċĤŸƻĲьШŸƖШ9őċƖŊĲШŔƣШċŰĬШÂċǃШ§Ű-ũŔŰĲШċƣШ
ƽƽƽЮũƣƓŸЮŸƖŊЯШ9ũŔĦťШŸŰаШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШ?ƨĲƚЮШШыfŉШƓċǃŔŰŊШĤǃШ99ЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲШŉŸƖůШċŰĬШůċŔũШƣŸШÂ§ШĤŸǂь 

b!a9Υ        

tIhb9 І      

!5¦[¢{Υ ϷнлΦлл YL5{Υ Ϸ мрΦлл   

{a![[ Ϸ {a![[ Ϸ   

a95L¦a Ϸ a95L¦a Ϸ ¢h¢![ Ϸ 

[!wD9 Ϸ [!wD9 Ϸ     

·-[!wD9 Ϸ         

··-[!wD9 Ϸ         

http://www.ltpo.org
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The surprising impact of Lake Tippecanoeôs water clarity on your home value 

By Dr. Nate Bosch, Creighton Brothers endowed director 

Increasing your lakefront home value is a priority ï it is an investment, after all! Although traditional ways of increasing home 
values, like remodeling, adding square footage, or a new roof, are proven, there is one feature that can have a surprising effect on 
your home value: lake water clarity. 

A 2024 collaborative study by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams used bene-
fit transfer math models to analyze and predict the connection between the water clarity of a lake and the value of homes near a 
lake. Researchers predict that Kosciusko County could see a total increase in home values of almost $122 million if water clar-
ity improved by an average of 12 inches across the 14 major lakes. 

The value of homes around Lake Tippecanoe could increase by a total of $12.2 million dollars if water clarity increased by 12 
inches. 

Even homes not considered to be ñlakefrontò could benefit from increased clarity. Properties within 500 meters of the lake shore 
could also receive a value boost, although it is more modest compared to lakefront homes. The increase in value is approximately 
30-50% of that of a lakefront property. 

What is water clarity? 

Imagine going for a plunge in your lake. When you look down, you can see your toes several feet below ï thatôs water clarity! 
Although water clarity is a desirable trait in our lakes, it can also reflect the health of a lake. Factors like sediment runoff, algae 
growth fueled by nutrients, and rainfall influence water clarity. When sediment and nutrients are kept low, the water remains 
clear, offering a pleasant experience all can enjoy. 

Lilly Center scientists measure clarity by lowering a black and white disk, called a Secchi Disk, into the water. They record the 
point at which the two colors are indistinguishable as the clarity measurement. In 2013, the average clarity of the 14 major lakes 
was 5.7 feet; in 2023, the average clarity was five inches higher.  

Although a 12-inch increase in water clarity seems daunting, research suggests it is possible. Lakes in Minnesota and Washing-
ton improved their clarity by up to 10 feet thanks to various nutrient reduction projects.  

Murky, scummy water is not appealing to home buyers. Although a clear lake is not always a clean lake, clarity is one way to 
assess Lake Tippecanoeôs health. As you plan home improvements in the coming years, remember that improving your lakeôs 
health can provide a great return on investment!  

Here are three ways you can help increase Lake Tippecanoeôs water clarity today: 

Do not dump yard waste (like leaves and grass clippings) into a lake or stream. Yard waste adds nutrients to the water, 
which can result in excess plants and algae later on. Instead, bring your yard waste to a composting area or reincorporate 
leaves into your garden as a natural fertilizer. 

Boat in at least 10 feet of water when creating a wake. Creating a wake in shallow water releases nutrients from the lake 

bed, supplying food for algae and aquatic plants.  

Use less fertilizer. Specifically, try to use phosphorous-free fertilizer! When fertilizer gets washed into a lake, it acts as a 

stimulant for plants and algae and can even lead to harmful algae blooms. 

Dive into the full study and learn more about the positive impact you can have on your lake (and your wallet) by visiting 
lakes.grace.edu/water-clarity-surprising-impact-on-your-home-value/. 

 

# # # 

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents, 
and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful. 
To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create a 
legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the 
countyôs natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.   

 

http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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ΞΜΞΡШ[ũŸƣŔũũċ  
 Planes, Trains and Automobiles  

Itôs not usual that somebody does not like the Flotilla Theme.  Over the years I have been questioned why this year's theme?  I 
usually reply because it makes sense.  The thought process for this yearôs theme is the title alone can put creative thoughts for 
would be floaters thinking how to decorate their boat.  It worked!  
The five award winners came away with significant cash.  But no matter if a floater did not win, registered participants would 
receive a cash award.  No one walks (or floats) away without bucks in their pocket.  
 
The 2025 flotilla registered 18 participants.  For as long as I can remember 2025 was a record year.  The top five award win-
ners are:  
 

Finch Family (Don & Lisa) - Tippy Express  
Ed & Tina Truman ï Thomas The Train  
Karen & Matt Snyder ï Tippy Transit  
The Devoeôs (Scott & Kathy) - Chevy Truck  
Erica Fowler ï Taxi Thru Tippy  

 
The judges work through the criteria and critique of each float.   > Keeping With the Theme, Originality and Creativity. As in 
this year's flotilla the 18 floats covered the criteria very well.  
This year's volunteer judges were Betsey LaSalle, Erica & Austin Downing  
Now to acknowledge the people and businesses who supported the 2025 flotilla includes:  
>  The Kosciusko Sheriffôs Department  
>  Patona Bay Marina  
>  The Papers  
With Special Thanks to Doners.  Without your financial support LTPO would not have been able to upgrade the flotilla to 
what it is today and being recognized across the counties as the best flotilla of any lake.  
Plans are being made for the 2026 Flotilla.  The date is July 4th.   

  
Wondering about the 2026 theme?  Only time will tell!  
See you on the lake and shore and remember WAVE.  



 

 


