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September 2025 Membership: 669

President’s Message

With the leaves starting to turn colors we know that fall is around the corner.

For the first time in a few years, we were able to apply a second weed treatment for Starry Stonewort the
week before Labor Day. This will help residents who are still boating late summer and fall.

As you know it is extremely costly for these weed treatments and unfortunately, we need to do this every
year. We greatly appreciate your financial support for this, and we will be asking you for your help again
next year.

I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the lake season!

Joe Lenon

LTPO President PICTURES NEEDED
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We're looking for lake pictures to put in the newsletter
and the 2026 directory. If you have any that you would

like to share, please send them to:

pictures@ltpo.org

Welcome New Members
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Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams
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Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.
PO. Box 224 < Leesburg, Indiana 46538 .l LAKE

Working for * Lake preseruvation
= Fish & Wildlife * Quality of living

TIPPECANOE

T-SHIRT ORDER FORM

KITEEPIHKWANA
PLACE OF THE BUFFALO FISH
EST. 1832

On lite grey T and women’s V-neck, support the weed treatment program on Lake Tippecanoe, buy yours now! When order is
ready, you will be contacted to pickup.

NAME:

PHONE #

ADULTS: $20.00 KIDS: $ 15.00

SMALL $ SMALL $

MEDIUM $ MEDIUM $ TOTAL
LARGE $ LARGE $

X-LARGE $

XX-LARGE 5

Make checks Payable to LTPO and mail to PO Box(above) or Charge it and Pay On-line at
www.ltpo.org, Click on: Membership Dues. (if paying by CC, please complete form and mail to PO box)



http://www.ltpo.org
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LILLY CENTER FOR

LAKES | GRACE

& STREAMS COLLEGE

Bluegill: The Blue Beauty of Freshwater Lakes

By Emma Crosby, Lilly Center marketing assistant
Co-author Dr. Nate Bosch, Creighton Brothers endowed director

The Bluegill, a popular member of the sunfish family, lives in freshwater environments and is native to the Midwest. It can be
located in all states across America with the exception of Alaska! Its round body, small mouth, dark stripes, and unique dark
blue/black spot on its opercular flap distinguish it from other fish. Despite being named after its blue coloration, bluegill can ex-
hibit a variety of hues such as brown, yellow, red, black, green, or even orange. Bluegills are a popular recreational fish, because

of their small size, abundant numbers, and willingness to go for multiple types of bait.

While their exact population size is unknown, bluegills thrive in warmer fresh bodies of water, just like the Tippecanoe lakes! A
suitable habitat makes reproduction easy for these fish. Typically, bluegill spawns in late spring to early summer. Protecting the
shallow-water nest falls on the male bluegill. Baby bluegills that hatch have the potential to live for five to eight years, but due to
high mortality rates, they typically only survive for about a year. However, some bluegills have been observed to live as long as

I'l years! A healthy ecosystem and abundant food will increase their lifespan.

Bluegills consume a variety of small aquatic creatures, including insects, larvae, small fish, and sometimes even plant matter (we
have observed this in our aquariums at the Lilly Center), making them opportunistic feeders. It's interesting to note that the
temperature of the water has a significant impact on the metabolism of bluegill. When the water is warm, like all cold-blooded
creatures their metabolism rate increases, which means they need to consume more food. On the other hand, colder water

slows down metabolic rates, allowing the bluegill to take longer breaks between meals.

Depending on their home, bluegill typically weigh one pound and grow to be around 10 inches or less. The largest bluegill rec-
orded in Indiana was 3lbs and 4oz, caught in 1972 by Harold L. Catey in a Greene County Pond! Despite their small size, blue-
gills are mighty and have developed multiple tactics to defend themselves against predators. They have two primary defenses

which include hiding in underwater debris such as logs or clumps of plants, and their remarkable speed. Bluegills can dart away
quickly, change direction suddenly, and even swim backward, which makes them challenging for predators to catch. These skills

not only keep the bluegills alive but also help maintain their population numbers.

The unique characteristics of bluegill make them well-suited for many different aquatic ecosystems. You can even put them in
your pond! In Kosciusko County, some of the best spots for bluegill fishing are the Barbee Lake chain, Beaver Dam Lake, and
even Lake Tippecanoe. Next time you are enjoying the water, whether it’s a lake or stream, see if you can spot one of these

local beauties!

HHEH
The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents,
and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe and beautiful.
To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create
a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the
county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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LAKE TIPPECANOE WOMEN'’S ASSOCIATION

Members of the Lake Tippecanoe Women’s Association are pleased to announce that the funds raised
from the Fish Fry Pie Sales and Notecard Sales were donated to the following:

Lily Center for Lakes and Streams $ 500
The Watershed Foundation $1000

LTPO Weed Treatment Fund $3000
LTPO Fireworks Fund $1000

The Lake Tippecanoe Women’s Association is an organization of women promoting friendships through
a common bond, our love of Lake Tippecanoe. As dedicated stewards of the lake, we generate funds in
an endeavor to improve our lake community while deepening relationships with on another. We would
love to have you join us!

Meetings are held the third Friday of the month (except Nov., Jan — Mar.)
To join, send $20 membership dues along with this form to:

Peg Weissinger

109 EMS T31 Lane

Leesburg IN 46538

LAKE TIPPECANOE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Name:

Lake Address:

Home Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:
Birthday:
Today’s Date:

For additional information about the association, please reach out to Lynn Beer, President,
dlbeer18@gmail.com or Peg Weissinger, peg.weissinger@gmail.com




LTPO Newsletter— September 2025 Page 5

THE WATERSHED
FOUNDATION

TAKING ACTION FOR HEALTHY LAKES

Lyn Crighton, Executive Director, The Watershed Foundation

I hope you get the opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the after-summer season on Lake Tippecanoe. The
abundance and diversity of trees along the shoreline provide such a kaleidoscope of color. But the blanket
of crunchy, colorful leaves on the ground should be handled with the lake’s care in mind.

Using our lakes as nature’s garbage disposal may be tempting, but emptying yard debris into the lakes can
create a major water quality issue. The organic matter builds sediment that fills in the lake’s nearshore are-
as. Then, as the debris decomposes it causes nutrient overloading in the water, creating next spring and
summer’s algae blooms and increasing the growth of nuisance weeds. In some areas, this practice could
even increase the need for dredging. The decomposing plant matter also decreases dissolved oxygen levels
that can lead to the death of aquatic organisms like fish.

As tempting as it is to simply dump instead of properly dispose of it, we all play a part in keeping our lakes
and waters healthy. Keeping them around for future generations is as simple as making small conscientious
decisions every day. Taking care of the lake can be as easy as mulching or bagging your leaves or, for the
more ambitious, starting a compost pile for your garden next season.
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TIPPECANOE Leesburg, IN 46538

Date Place

October 18

Upcoming Events Time

9:00 am

Board Meeting NWCC-Banquet Room

Connect with us

(1OOE

On the web at
www.ltpo.org

OFFICERS

President

Joe Lenon

E-Mail: jplenon| | @yahoo.com
Landing:

Vice President
Jerry Weissinger

E-Mail: weiss0956@gmail.com
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

NWCC = North Webster Community Center
Hidden Oak Manor—(Old Baptist Camp) T52

Lake Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Donations are tax
deductible to the extent of the law.

Treasurer

Erica Morthorst

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Oswego Lake South

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing
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