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President’s Message

It is always sad to see the summer lake season come to an end.
If you still have your boat/pontoon in the lake this is a great time to enjoy the fall colors on the lake.
The buoys should be removed in the next month.

As you probably noticed we did not have the usual lake boat patrol this summer as we have had in the past.
The Kosciusko County Sheriff's Department is the entity that does most of the boat patrol on Lake Tippe-
canoe. The biggest obstacle is to find people who are interested in getting certified to patrol. We really need
2-3 people who are on the lake to get certified to work with the Kosciusko County Sheriff Department. It
really is up to us to find individuals who are willing to patrol. If you or someone you know is interested in
getting certified to work Lake Tippecanoe boat patrol please email Mike Heady at
mheady(@kosciusko.in.gov He will be able to answer any questions you have and get you started on get-
ting certified.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable rest of the year in 2025!

PICTURES NEEDED

Joe Lenon
LTPO President
We're looking for lake pictures to put in the newsletter
and the 2026 directory. If you have any that you would
like to share, please send them to:
pictures@ltpo.org
Inside this issue: Welcome New Members
Thomas. Richard & Kelly—Bell Rohr
Isle
President’s Message
Lilly Center for Lakes & 2
Streams

Fishing Contest / Leaves Out of 3
the Lake

Sunrise/Sunset 4

Directory Changes

Please send any changes/updates to angiehuston@hotmail.com!
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The Sandhill Crane: Ballerina of the Bird World
By Madison Herstad, Lilly Center Marketing Assistant

Unlike other wetland bird species, the sandhill crane is known for its graceful dancing that begins their courtship ritual. Its long
neck and legs make for elegant motions as they frolic and pirouette around each other. They spread their wings, leap in the air,
and belt out their unique call. Through this remarkable dancing, sandhill cranes mate for life.
They typically stand about 3-5 feet tall and weigh up to 14 pounds. If you encounter one, a striking characteristic is its wide
wingspan—about 5-6 feet! They are gray with rusty coloring on their body, and they flash white cheeks and a patch of red on
top of their head. The red coloring changes in brightness depending on how excited a crane is. Their long, straight bill is used
to protect themselves from predators. Their long necks also allow them to create their distinct “bugle” call. Sandhill cranes
have also been known to snore!
Sandhill cranes are native to North America, Mexico, Cuba, Canada, and Siberia. The subspecies that breed in northern areas
migrate longer distances while some farther south don’t migrate at all. Sandhill cranes also vary in size depending on their re-
gion. Cranes that breed in Northern Indiana are the largest, called “Greater” Sandhill Cranes.
These big birds are named after the Sandhills in Nebraska, where many migrate in the spring. Cranes in the Midwest migrate
toward Florida for the winter. They usually travel in large flocks—thousands of cranes fly high in the sky, sometimes over
5,000 miles per migration!
Sandhill cranes live in marshes and wetlands, as well as open prairies and grasslands. When it’s not breeding season, they rest
in deeper parts of lakes and ponds to avoid predators. They nest in marsh vegetation, shallow water, and the ground near wa-
ter. They are opportunistic feeders; they adapt well and eat what is available. They forage for grains, berries, seeds, insects,
aquatic plants, and small rodents and amphibians.
They usually lay one or two eggs at a time, which incubate for 29-32 days. Within a day after the chicks hatch, they can leave
the nest and even swim. The young cranes, called colts, start flying at around 65-75 days old, and they stay with their parents
for about 9-10 months after hatching.
The conservation status of sandhill cranes is of low concern. Most populations of sandhill cranes are steady or increasing, but
susceptible to habitat loss. These fascinating waterfowl are certainly unforgettable!
Photo provided: A sandhill crane spreads its large wings. Photo provided by US Fish & Wildlife Service

HHEH
The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents,
and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful.
To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to cre-
ate a legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy
the county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.
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2025-2026
FISHING CONTEST

The LTPO Annual Fishing Contest entry deadline is June 30, 2026. Winners will be announced and trophies presented at the
LTPO Annual Meeting, July 18, 2026.

To enter this year's contest, the fish must have been caught in Lake Tippecanoe, Little Tippy, or Oswego Lake before June
30, 2026. Entries can either be taken to one of the marinas on the lake to be weighed and measured OR a photo of the fish
alongside a ruler or yardstick so that the viewer can clearly read the measurement will be accepted for a "length only" entry. The
contest entry form must be completed and sent either via US Mail to the address on the Contest Entry Form or e-mailed to
jshelby904@aol.com or ggshelby@msn.com.

Entries must be from an LTPO member or in a member's household. The LTPO Contest Entry Form is on the LTPO website,
LTPO.org:

Encourage those who are fishing this fall to send in their entries. Awards go to the largest fish entered in a category (species)
caught in the lake in the time period; it doesn't have to be a state record holder. It might be the only entry in that category.

Good Luck!

Jim Shelby, Fish & Wildlife Chair

Leaving the Leaves Out of the Lakes
By Eileen Oaks, TWF

Autumn marks the beginning of a beautiful season here on the lakes. The ground becomes blanketed in crunchy, colorful
leaves, and the excitement of summer is replaced by the serenity of chilly nights next to a bonfire.

Many lake property owners take this time to finish final yard work and appreciate the beauty of the colder seasons. Getting
chores done quickly and with minimal effort is always a priority, but taking care of the lake should also be at the forefront of
everyone’s minds.

It can be very tempting to simply use our lakes as nature’s garbage disposal. Some homeowners may assume that their leaves
will end up there naturally, so dumping a few more can’t cause that much trouble. This common misconception bombards the
lake in the fall with bonfire ashes, dead plants, and yard work remnants, introducing more pollution to our waters.

Emptying yard debris into the lakes can be a major water quality issue. The organic matter builds sediment that fills in the
lakes nearshore. Then, as the debris decomposes it causes nutrient overloading in the water, creating next summer’s algae
blooms and increasing the growth of nuisance weeds. In certain instances, it also increases the necessity to dredge out parts of
the lake. The decomposing plant matter also decreases dissolved oxygen levels that can lead to the death of aquatic organisms
like fish.

\

As tempting as it is to simply dump instead of properly dispose, we all play a part in
keeping our lakes and rivers healthy. Keeping them around for future generations is as sim-
ple as making small conscientious decisions every day. Taking care of the lake can be as
easy as mulching or bagging your leaves, or for the more ambitious, starting a compost pile
for your garden next season. We wish you all a safe and happy fall season!
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We have great photographers
on our lake! Thank you for

sharing!
Sunrise......Sunset......
| LOVE THIS LAKE!"!
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Bad news to share from IDNR. The lock at Grassy Creek is broken again. It looks
like some debris got packed under the Barbee-side gate and users continued to force
the crank until it broke. No information on when it will be fixed.

Providing as an information only.
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On the web at
www.ltpo.org

OFFICERS

President

Joe Lenon

E-Mail: jplenon| | @yahoo.com
Landing:

Upcoming Events 2021 Date Time Place

Board Meeting Jan 17 10 AM NWCC

Board Meeting Feb 21 10 AM NwCC

Board Meeting Mar 21 10 AM NwCC

Board Meeting Apr 18 9 AM NwCC

Board Meeting May 16 9 AM NwWCC

Board Meeting Jun 20 9 AM NwCC

LTPO Fish Fry Jun 20 4:30—7:30 PM Camp Crosley
Flotilla Jul 4 1PM Patona Bay Sandbar
Fireworks Jul 4 10:30 PM Big Tippy
Annual Meeting/Board Meeting | Jul 18 8:30—9 AM TBD

Board Meeting Aug 15 9 AM NwWCC

Board Meeting Sep 19 9 AM NWCC

Board Meeting Oct 17 9 AM NwcCC

Vice President
Jerry Weissinger

E-Mail: weiss0956@gmail.com
Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland

NWCC = North Webster Community Center
Hidden Oak Manor—(Old Baptist Camp) T52

Lake Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization. Donations are tax
deductible to the extent of the law.

Treasurer

Erica Morthorst

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org
Landing: Oswego Lake South

FOR OUR EYES ONLY

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and
safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the
information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake
Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc.

Secretary
Angie Huston
E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com

Landing: Hoy’s Landing
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