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In early April we received a significant amount of rain. This resulted in the third highest recorded flood level 
of 8.98 feet measured at the Oswego Dam. 

 

 I assume most of you know that there is an app you can download to your phone called Flood Watch. You will 
have the option to select Tippecanoe River at Oswego to monitor the lake level of Lake Tippecanoe at the 
Oswego Dam. 

 

Minor flood stage is 7.50 feet. When the water level reaches this height or higher everyone should be aware of 
what waves can do to low lying properties and the lake shoreline. 

 

The DNR is responsible for issuing idle speed or no boating restrictions. 

 

The annual fish/chicken fry will be Saturday June 20th from 4:30 to 7:30 so please mark your calendars.  We 
will need volunteers to help with this event which all proceeds will go to help with the cost of weed treatment.  
This is an extremely important fundraiser so please help make this a huge success!! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone on the lake once the water level drops! 

Joe Lenon 

LTPO President 
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When the Banks Overflow: The Impact of Flooding 

WINONA LAKE, IND. – When we envision flooding, we likely picture waterlogged basements, backyards turned into ponds 

and streets made impassible. Our neighbors are experiencing that first-hand this spring. But did you know there is more than 

one form of flooding? And how does so much extra water impact Kosciusko County’s lakes and streams, including the Tippe-

canoe Chain and the three major streams around it? 

Two Common Kinds of Flooding 

The first type of common flooding is overbank flooding. When lakes and streams are filled to capacity (especially after several 

high rainfall events like we’ve had this spring) water overflows its banks and spreads onto land. It usually takes days for over-

bank flooding to recede.  

The second type is flash flooding. Flash floods are caused by severe storms that overflow waterways in just a few hours. They 

are most often characterized by fast-moving water and gusting wind, a combination that makes travel extremely dangerous. If 

the water rises and flows with enough force, it can dislodge large trees or structures and carry them downstream. 

How Flooding Impacts Your Lake 

Overflowing streams sweep away whatever is in their paths, including dirt, dead leaves, rocks and fallen branches. If the flood-

ing reaches lawns or fields, it will also pick up bacteria, oils, nutrients and other substances.  

These substances enter the waterway and are carried into the nearest lake. Once there, the fish, underwater plants and micro-

organisms are often negatively affected by the sudden addition of harmful substances. One cause of blue-green algae, for in-

stance, is phosphorus, a nutrient found in fertilizer that can get washed into lakes during times of flooding. Lakes that receive 

polluted water may also see a decrease in fish life. 

But you can prepare today to preserve the health of your lake! Use nontoxic household products and properly dispose of haz-

ardous household waste, such as electronics. Recycle used motor oil and maintain your car to keep oil, coolant, antifreeze or 

other chemicals from leaking onto the ground. Use only the fertilizer that your lawn needs by using phosphorus-free fertilizer 

applied at a rate based on soil testing. When another storm comes, the substances swept from your property will be much less 

harmful to the local lakes. 

Visit our website to learn about the Lilly Center’s stream sensor network and see stream levels in real time; or read about our 

lake water level study that discusses what influences the water levels in lakes: lakes.grace.edu. 

# # # 

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents, 

and collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe and beautiful. 

To date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams 

and 45 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create a legacy of stewardship by 

equipping community members, visitors and future generations with under-

standing and to enjoy the county’s natural beauty. For more information, visit 

lakes.grace.edu.   

 

http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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Dear LTPO, 

 

The past few weeks have been challenging for many homeowners around many lakes in 

Kosciusko County. The recent flooding in your area has led to concerns regarding well water 

safety and the water testing service at Grace College can be of assistance. We’re a student-run 

service at Grace College that has partnered with the Lilly Center of Lakes & Streams to provide 

affordable and reliable water testing. I have included information about well water after a flood. If 

we can be of further assistance contact us at watertesting@grace.edu. 

 

Well Water after a Flood 

 

A well used for drinking water that has been exposed to a flood could be contaminated. The 

presence of bacteria is not visible and requires testing to be identified. Floodwater can introduce 

contaminated substances such as manure, pesticides, or fertilizer applied to cropland or yards. 

In some cases a flooded septic system or wastewater from an upstream location will be 

introduced into the water. Wells may be flooded even if the surface is not covered with water. 

 

To ensure your water is safe for consumption, it is recommended by the EPA and CDC that a 

drinking water well be disinfected. To disinfect a well, review the resources included with this 

letter. Homeowners can utilize the services of a well-drilling firm or similar specialized provider 

or choose to conduct disinfection of the well themselves. 

 

After your well has been disinfected, you will need to test your well water for bacteria within 7-10 

days. Results from a bacterial test of your well water that indicate a presence of bacteria would 

require further treatment and possibly a permanent treatment solution offered by a water 

treatment provider, such as UV light. 

 

To learn more about water testing from Grace College please visit our website at: 

https://www.grace.edu/about/grace-college-water-testing/. Orders can be placed here to obtain 

a water testing kit. Additional questions can be directed to watertesting@grace.edu. 

 

Thank you, 

Glenn Grossman (grossmgm@grace.edu) 

Assistant Professor of Finance & Entrepreneurship  

Director of Student-Run Businesses 

 
Resources: 

https://www.epa.gov/privatewells/what-do-your-private-well-after-flood 

https://www.cdc.gov/water-emergency/about/how-to-disinfect-wells-after-an-emergency.html 

https://engineering.purdue.edu/SafeWater/drinkinfo/floodedwell.htm  
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The Watershed Foundation is excited to share additional information and answer questions about 

the new wake  

What does this new law say? 

 
Wake surfing is prohibited between sunset and sunrise on all public lakes in  

Wake surfing is prohibited on small lakes (299 acres or less), which have a 

Resources Commission. In addition, 

if a small lake already has speed exemptions in place (for example, skiing only between the hours of 1-4 pm),

 

How will this bill impact wake surfing on Lake Tippecanoe? 

There are NO major changes on the high-speed boating lakes like Tippecanoe, 

 

Is TWF against wake surfing? 

No. We are not against wake surfing. TWF advocated for this bill to protect and improve water quality and reduce the ecological 

impact of wake boating activities on small lakes. We also believe these changes will help make our waters safer for all to 

 

 
Why was this legislation necessary? 

 

Why is this legislation important for water quality and lake  

research on boating impacts was 
conducted by the University of Minnesota’s St. Anthony Falls Laboratory – one on wave impact released in 2022 and one on 
the impact below the lake surface in 2025. By following these links, you can find summary reports, full scientific articles, 
videos, and FAQs. 

 
This news story from Minneapolis in August 2025 includes video footage showing boat impacts on the lake bottom at 

different depths, captured by both underwater cameras and a drone. 

 

TWF is currently creating lake maps to help recreationists identify the best places on their lakes to wake surf and participate in 

other water sports with minimal impact on  

HB 1062 represents an important step toward protecting and improving Indiana’s small lakes. The Watershed Founda-

tion will continue advocating for our lakes—sharing science-based information and promoting responsible recreation 

on  

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1062/details
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/how-powerboats-impact-lakes-below-surface
https://youtu.be/fp6gHrqJwo0?si=A6yc1eSefb7782XS
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F O R  O U R  E Y E S  O N L Y  

We want you to know that the Lake Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. is concerned about your privacy and 

safety. Our mailing list is (and will remain) completely confidential. Our mailing list is not for sale and the 

information that it contains is not given out. You, your family, and your property are important to the Lake 

Tippecanoe Property Owners, Inc. 

LAKE TIPPECANOE  

PROPERTY OWNERS, INC. 

PO Box 224  

Leesburg, IN 46538 

 

Lake  Property Owners, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt charitable organization.  Donations are tax 
deductible to the extent of the law. 

OFFICERS 

President 

Joe Lenon 

E-Mail: jplenon11@yahoo.com 

Landing:   

Vice President 
Jerry Weissinger 

E-Mail: weiss0956@gmail.com  

Landing: Bell Rohr Woodland 

Treasurer 

Erica Morthorst 

E-Mail: treasurer@ltpo.org 

Landing: Oswego Lake South 

Secretary 

Angie Huston 

E-Mail: angiehuston@hotmail.com 

Landing: Hoy’s Landing 

 

On the web at 
www.ltpo.org 

       Connect with us 

NWCC = North Webster Community Center 
Hidden Oak Manor—(Old Baptist Camp) T52 

Upcoming Events 2026 Date Time Place 

Board Meeting May 16 9 AM NWCC 

Board Meeting Jun 20 9 AM NWCC 

LTPO Fish Fry Jun 20 4:30—7:30 PM Camp Crosley 

Flotilla  Jul 4 1 PM Patona Bay Sandbar 

Fireworks Jul 4 10:30 PM Big Tippy 

Annual Meeting/Board Meeting Jul  25 8:30—9 AM Hidden Oak Manor 

Board Meeting Aug 15 9 AM NWCC 

Board Meeting Sep 19 9 AM NWCC 

Board Meeting Oct 17 9 AM NWCC 

mailto:weiss0956@gmail.com

