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July is usually the busiest month of the year for our Lake Tippecanoe residents. I was out of state for the annual Flotil-
la and fireworks. I heard it was a wonderful day for residents of Lake Tippecanoe. I want to thank everyone involved 
with putting on these two events that everyone enjoys and looks forward to. As usual it was a job well done by every-
one.  
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our annual fish and chicken fry on June 20th. We had a great 
turnout. This is our largest fundraising event, and all proceeds go to help offset the cost of weed treatment. The treat-
ment for Starry Stonewort was done on Friday June 26th.  
 
It is nice to see Hop Lore open at the former Pie Eyed Petey location. It has been eight years since this location had a 
restaurant open to the public. They have had great crowds so far, if you have not had the opportunity to visit them yet, 
please do so.  
 
This will be my last article for the Newsletter as my term as President ends at our annual meeting on July 25, 2026.  
 
I want to thank the Executive Directors, Committee Chairmen, and Landing Directors for all the work you do and the 
support you have given to me to make LTPO a successful organization.  
 
I want to especially thank Secretary Angie Huston, Treasurer Erica Morthorst, and former Treasurer Becky Hartman 
for conducting the day-to-day operations of LTPO during these last three years. They are all committed to doing the 
best they can for LTPO and have been great to work with.  
 
Finally, thank you to the LTPO members. Your passion and generosity to help keep Lake Tippecanoe a healthy and 
enjoyable place for our families to enjoy is greatly appreciated. Without your support there is no LTPO.  
 
I plan to stay involved with LTPO and will see you on the lake or maybe at Hop Lore.  
 
Joe Lenon 
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Starry stonewort: what we know about the invasive species  

By Dr. Nate Bosch, director of the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams 

If you have lived on the Tippy Chain for any length of time, you have likely had a few run-ins with starry stonewort. The invasive 

species is easily recognized and widely despised by lake families, including those around the Tippy Chain. Here are a few ways to 

identify it: 

¶ Bushy, bright green invasive algae that has white, star-shaped bulbils (which produce new growth) and forked or whorled 

branches.  

¶ Mostly-transparent roots that can anchor to the bottom of the lake with ease, whether in a few inches or several feet of wa-

ter. It actually prefers hard water, and can even tolerate low-light conditions.  

It likely will not come as a surprise that starry stonewort is an invasive species. That means it is not native to our ecosystem and 

can quickly cause problems for aquatic habitats and human recreation. Starry stonewort, which is actually a type of macroalgae, 

was originally (though unintentionally) introduced into the Great Lakes from Eurasia. It eventually made its way down to our lakes 

by hitch-hiking, attaching to the props of boats and stowing away in ballasts that were not properly cleaned.  

Starry stonewort was first reported in the state of Indiana in Lake Wawasee in 2008. From 2014 to 2016, the acreage of starry 

stonewort nearly doubled in this lake and spread to other lakes in the area, such as the Tippy Chain. During the summer of 2016, 

the Lilly Center conducted research on Wawasee to determine the best treatment technique and timing for removing starry 

stonewort. Here is what we know about the species: 

¶ It can detach from the lake bottom and form dense mats. These mats prevent light from reaching other aquatic plants down 

below. 

¶ Starry stonewort can force fish to change their nesting and feeding habitats, which has an impact on reproduction. 

¶ The invasive species can grow as tall as five feet. It gets caught in boat props and on trailers, and is easily transported to other 

lakes. 

Needless to say, starry stonewort is a nuisance for boaters and lake habitats alike! Unfortunately, the unpleasant algae is not likely 

to be completely removed from our lakes.  

As with most aquatic invasives, the best way to avoid spreading starry stonewort is to keep your boat and other water equipment 

clean and dry between outings. If you are considering spraying for weeds of any kind, make sure you reach out to the experts first. 

Reaching out to the Lake Tippy Property Owners Association is a good place to start! 

Part of the Lilly Centerõs new Lake Rx program addresses weed management, especially regarding invasive species such as the star-

ry stonewort. We know that these weeds disrupt lake recreation and are harmful to the ecosystem, so we plan to offer mechani-

cal weed harvesting as a more sustainable alternative to chemical sprays. That way the Tippy Chain can remain clean, healthy, safe, 

and beautiful for years to come! 

Lake Rx offers a holistic approach to long-term lake health, which includes solutions on land, in the waterñsuch as starry stone-

wort removalñand in the community. To learn more about Lake Rx, visit lakes.grace.edu/LakeRx.  

# # #  

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educates residents, and 

collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and beautiful. To 

date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 40 lakes. The Lilly Center is driven to create a 

legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the 

countyõs natural beauty. For more information, visit lakes.grace.edu.   

http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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2026 Flotilla Celebrating Americaôs 250th  
ITôS TIME TO CELEBRATE!  

Magnificent turnout. Over 16 floats preregistered, and we were joined by at least 5 others during the pa-

rade. The top 5 floats are:  

1st: Ron Moserð$500.00 

2nd:   Lisa Finch- $400.00 

3rd:  Margaret Coats-$300.00 

4th:  Meredith Palmison-$200.00 

5th: Fiedeke/Hustonð$100.00, donated back to the LTPO. 

Keep up the excellent work, and to all participants donôt be discouraged. The 2027 Flotilla is being 

planned. A theme has not been chosen YET. So, weôll see you on July 3, 2026. To keep up to date and pos-

sibly the theme, visit LTPO.org, Facebook and newsletter. If you are not a LTPO member, you can join at 

LTPO.org. As said in the past, donations are always appreciated to keep the flotilla floating.  

Josh Nix,  Flotilla Chairman 
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2026 

Fishing Contest 
WINNERS 

2026ñ2027 

Fishing Contest  

NOW OPEN 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Muskie            32 inches 

Leo Kneizeh 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Perch               8.75 inches 

Leo Kneizeh 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Bullhead Catfish       13 inches 

Leo Kneizeh 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Bluegill         11 inches 

Collin Brune 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Largemouth Bass     19 inches 

Cruz Turner 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Dogfish         23 Inches 

Vinnie Kneizeh 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Rock Bass        7.5 inches 

Vinnie Kneizeh 

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 

Champion Redear             11 inches 

Cole Harris 
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The recipient of this yearôs Distinguished Lake Citizen Award was nominated more than once. The recipient has a rich history 
of service and sacrifice to the decades of memories, and the lake lifestyle enjoyed by generations of families and their friends. 
The origin of their story dates all the way back to tent camping on the lake in the late 1800ôs. 
Fast forward to today as the children and descendants of those early weekend warriors continue the tradition of loving life on 
Lake Tippecanoe.  
Evidence of this passion is shown through their ongoing support of the lake community and the lifestyle we all love. 
If you have never met George and Robert Paton, you are in for a treat. You are going to learn why they were chosen as the 2026 
Distinguished Lake Citizens. 
Letôs start with the Patona Bay Marina and Resort. This multigenerational, family-owned enterprise dates all the way back to 
the 1920ôs. 
Today, George and Robert Paton continue to carry the torch of making memories of summer at the lake while providing the 
sales and service needed at the resort and the marina so everyone can enjoy lake life in Indiana. 
The Tippy Dance Hall is another example of todayôs summertime fun. In 1956, George H. and his son George R.  bought the 
venue. They invited famous bands, musical talent and DJôs to entertain the lakers and the locals. Hearts were broken, hearts 
were mended and memories were made. 
Another example is The Patona Bay Resort, where once again, generations of families from all over Indiana and Illinois have 
fallen in love with the lake and filled photo albums full of memories. Together, with George running the marina and Robert 
overseeing the resort, the brothers have kept the dream alive for all of us. Including the reopening of the Tippy Dance Hall. 
Over the years, the Paton legacy has been expressed in the establishment of the Lake Tippecanoe Sailing Club, the Ski Club, 
Boat-in Church, Boating Safety Education Classes, Swimming Classes at the beach, Cottage Rentals, Park Model and trailer 
purchases, and their continuous support of LTPO and The Watershed Foundation.  
As George Paton II neared the end of his life, he shared one final request with his sons: ñDonôt sell out. The regular working 
person needs a place to enjoy Lake Tippecanoe, not just the wealthyò. 
George and Robert have honored that promise, and we thank them by honoring them as the LTPO 2026 Distinguished Lake 

Citizens. 

Accepting the awards are: Deb Paton Showley (daughter) and Luke Showley (grandson) and family. 

Distinguished Lake Citizen Award for 2026 
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