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Welcome New Members

Sean & Janice Smith 8 Paton Point
Mark & Kelly Whybrew & Lakeside Addn.
Scott & Lori Mays 9 Forest Glen

Sheryl & David Colquitt T Cripplegate
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LILLY CENTER FOR

LAKES | GRACE
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Starry stonewort: what we know about the invasive species

By Dr. Nate Bosch, director of the Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams

If you have lived on the Tippy Chain for any length of time, you have likely had a famsrwith starry stonewort. The invas
species is easily recognized and widely despised by lake families, including those around the Tippy Chain. Here are @ few way

identify it:
1 Bushy, bright green invasive algae that has whiteshkgped bulbils (which produce new growth) and forked or whorled

branches.
1 Mostlytransparent roots that can anchor to the bottom of the lake with ease, whether in a few inches or several feet of wa-

ter. It actually prefers hard water, and can even tolerate-lght conditions.

It likely will not come as a surprise that starry stonewort is an invasive species. That means it is not native to oueetasys
can quickly cause problems for aquatic habitats and human recreation. Starry stonewort, which is actually a type of epacroalga
was originally (though unintentionally) introduced into the Great Lakes from Eurasia. It eventually made its way dowakesour

by hitchhiking, attaching to the props of boats and stowing away in ballasts that were not properly cleaned.

Starry stonewort was first reported in the state of Indiana in Lake Wawasee in 2008. From 2014 to 2016, the acreage of starry
stonewort nearly doubled in this lake and spread to other lakes in the area, such as the Tippy Chain. During the sumftgr of 20
the Lilly Center conducted research on Wawasee to determine the best treatment technique and timing for removing starry

stonewort. Here is what we know about the species:

1 It can detach from the lake bottom and form dense mats. These mats prevent light from reaching other aquatic plants down
below.

9 Starry stonewort can force fish to change their nesting and feeding habitats, which has an impact on reproduction.

1 The invasive species can grow as tall as five feet. It gets caught in boat props and on trailers, and is easily transfieted t
lakes.

Needless to say, starry stonewort is a nuisance for boaters and lake habitats alike! Unfortunately, the unpleasanoaligeayis n

to be completely removed from our lakes.

As with most aquatic invasives, the best way to avoid spreading starry stonewort is to keep your boat and other water equipme
clean and dry between outings. If you are considering spraying for weeds of any kind, make sure you reach out to thérekperts

Reaching out to the Lake Tippy Property Owners Association is a good place to start!

Part of the Lilly Centerds new Lake Rx program addr etarses
ry stonewort. We know that these weeds disrupt lake recreation and are harmful to the ecosystem, so we plan to offer mechani-
cal weed harvesting as a more sustainable alternative to chemical sprays. That way the Tippy Chain can remain cleadgehealthy,

and beautiful for years to come!
Lake Rx offers a holistic approach to letegm lake health, which includes solutions on land, in the watauch as starry stone-
wort removafi and in the community. To learn more about Lake Rx, V#dies.grace.edu/LakeRx.

HHH

The Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace College conducts research, provides resources, engages and educatesinessidents,
collaborates with local organizations to make the lakes and streams of Kosciusko County clean, healthy, safe, and’beautiful.
date, the Lilly Center has conducted scientific research on over 30 streams and 40 lakes. The Lilly Center is drivee # creat
legacy of stewardship by equipping community members, visitors, and future generations with understanding and to enjoy the

countyds natur al b e au tfajes.grdemedu mor e i nformation, visit



http://www.lakes.grace.edu
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2026 Flotilla cel ebr ati ®8q 2AmMdrhi c a
|® TIME TO CELEBRATE!

Magni ficent turnout. Over 16 fl oats preregist
rade. The top 5 floats are:

1st: ROS5S5MOs &0

2nd: 1$i40&0 . iOn ¢ h

3r d: Mar-$yaodk.t00Coat s

41t h: Mer e-8R20Bb. BAIl mi son

5t h: Fied&dHOODHOOd§DOAad back to the LTPO.

Keep up the excellent &omblk, dasdotuo agleld. pamhtei |@
planned. A theme has ottt skeeyocuhoseduYFET3,Sal0
sibly the theme, visit LTPO.org, Facebook angd
LTPO. org. As said in the past, donations are
Josh Ni x, FIl otilla Chair man
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2026

Fishing Contest
WINNERS

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest
Champion Muskie 32 inches
Leo Kneizeh

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest
Champion Perch 8.75 inches
Leo Kneizeh

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest
Champion Bullhead Catfish 13 inches
Leo Kneizeh

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest

Champion Largemouth Bass 19 inches
Cruz Turner

2026 LTPO Fishing Contest

Champion Dogfish 23 Inches

Vinnie Kneizeh

e 2026 LTPO Fishing Contest
i e Champion Rock Bass 7.5 inches
! Vinnie Kneizeh
== W’L 2026 LTPO Fishing Contest 2026 LTPO Fishing Contest
1 Champion Bluegill 11 inches Champion Redear 11 inches

“sz=l Collin Brune Cole Harris

20261 2027
Fishing Contest
NOW OPEN
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250 YEARS 07 FREOON
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